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20 November is the International Day of the rights of children and 
adolescents. It commemorates the day on which, in 1989, the United 
Nations General Assembly adopted the Convention on the rights of the 
child, fundamental rights that shall be guaranteed to everyone.
Among the barriers for inclusive and quality education, the problem of educational poverty is acute, which is 
passed on from adults to children, especially in disadvantaged contexts. Educational poverty limits the right 
of children to education and deprives them of the opportunity to learn, experiment, develop and freely foster 
their capacities, talents and aspirations. It manifests itself as a deprivation of cognitive skills and non-cognitive 
ones, such as emotional and relational abilities, motivation, self-discovery and knowledge of the world. It is 

the lack of ‘universal’ opportunities that are crucial 
for the integral development of the person and that 
should be guaranteed to everyone, regardless of the 
context in which they live and their social and cultural 
origin.There is a close link between economic 
poverty and educational poverty: as in a vicious 
circle, the economic and educational poverty of 

parents is passed on to their children, who in turn will be, as adults, more at risk. However, some children, while 
growing up in contexts of serious hardship, escape this fate and develop mechanisms of resilience: though 
with much more difficulty, they achieve good targets, just as their more fortunate peers. Resilience depends 
on the inborn qualities of a person, but is also favoured by the environment in which children grow up, by the 
stimuli they receive from it and its making the children feel welcome. Save the Children publishes an index of 
educational poverty (IPE) to monitor how the regions promote children educational development: Italy’s score 
is 100, higher scores indicate greater educational poverty and therefore fewer opportunities for children and 
young people. The southern regions of Italy offer fewer opportunities to more disadvantaged children and 
young adults , whereas the Centre-North regions show better results. Veneto’s educational poverty level is 
medium-low, but we need to do more!

Source: Processing of data from Save the Children by the Statistics Office of Regione Veneto

(*) The IPE is a multi-dimensional index that measures the lack of educational opportunities for children and young people at school and out of school.
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School plays a fundamental role in promoting the development of the children’s abilities. Over the years, 
young people are guided along increasingly complex educational paths so that, having entered school small, 
adults and responsible people come out, able to make use of the knowledge acquired and to participate 
actively in society. After the 1950s, Italy made significant efforts to eradicate illiteracy and promote social 
inclusion, the integration of disabled people and the integration of immigrant children. Today, Italy is 
working hard to reduce early school drop outs and increase access to university, however, for this to happen, 
it is necessary to combat the objective disadvantages that many children experience and that put their 
future at risk: economic, housing, health and educational poverty. The close link between school failure, in 

the widest  sense of the word - low levels of learning, 
early drop out, etc. -, and poverty is well known the 
southern regions, in fact, where the most difficult 
conditions occur in terms of unemployment, income 
and poverty in Italy, there is a greater concentration of 
young people who drop out of the educational paths  

too soon, and the levels of learning are the lowest. Conversely, based on the graph below, Veneto offers 
the best conditions, with a low level of risk of poverty or social exclusion for children (21% vs 33% in Italy), a 
low rate of early school drop out (the share of 18-24-year olds who drop out school early is equal to 10.5%, 
which is already in line with the Europe 2020 Strategy target to reduce the early school leaving rate to 10% 
by 2020) and the highest results in mathematics and Italian (the second best score of all Italian regions).
Young people who leave educational paths early are often disadvantaged, both socially and economically; 
a vicious circle that schools can help to break, providing the right impulses to all children. Support teachers 
and full-time schooling may for example be one of the many aids for families.
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Source: Processing of data from ISTAT by the Statistics Office of Regione Veneto
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Children’s skills and abilities clash with the opportunities offered by the family. The conditioning of the social 
status of the family is stronger in Italy than in other European countries, suffice it to say that among young 
people aged 25-34, if parents do not have completed upper secondary school, only 8% of them graduate, 
while the OECD average is 22%. It is therefore necessary to work on the implementation of rebalancing 
policies of educational opportunities for young people, more aimed at talent rather than based on birth 
status. The conditioning of the family of origin is already glimpsed in the path of the compulsory school and 
in the first educational choices of young people. Veneto students with a high social profile obtain more often 
high scores at examinations of lower secondary schools (69%) with respect to children who belong to families 
with a lower social status (53%). Vocational schools are mostly attended by students who come from less 

privileged backgrounds, whereas ‘liceo’ upper secondary 
schools are attended by those who have parents with higher 
qualifications and jobs. Fortunately, it should be stressed 
that while the social status still conditions the choice of the 
type of school to attend after the lower secondary school, 
some barriers seem to weaken: i.e., for each social status, 

there are more and more students who choose high school rather than a technical or vocational school.
The influence of the family is felt also after leaving the upper secondary school, both in the score obtained at 
the final examination and in the choices about their future after the diploma: in Veneto, among young people 
who come from a family with a high social status, 85% enrol at the University against 46% among those who 
have a low status, who often choose to start working after graduation.
The number of young people with a high social status who graduate four years after the upper secondary 
school diploma is also increasing. The influence of the family of origin takes further value, given that young 
people who obtain higher qualifications are less affected by unemployment and manage to achieve higher 
wages, already in the first working years.
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Source: Processing of data from ISTAT by the Statistics Office of Regione Veneto
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The solution to improve educational opportunities cannot only be in schools, as it is also in the wider ‘educa-
tional community’, i.e., everything that revolves around the child: school, family, sport, services, church youth 
clubs and all other gathering places. The community is the humus of educational opportunity!
The influence of the community indicates the need to widen the policies against poverty educational, beyond 
the individual, the family and the school, toward the territory and the places where the child grows up. The 
community should stimulate the learning ability of children and young people, offering them the possibility 
to enrich themselves through playing games, sports, music, arts. They are welcoming communities, where 
children, even most disadvantaged ones, manage to find the impulses and the support to develop paths of 
resilience. The participation to educational activities even outside of school helps children to learn, know, 

socialise, become emotionally stronger, to develop tho-
se non cognitive skills that are so important in the path 
of growth and have significant effects well beyond the 
childhood years.
Therefore, educational poverty manifests itself also in 
the deprivation of the opportunity to grow up and learn 

through cultural and recreational activities. Based on these considerations, the situation of children in Veneto 
presents some problems: 60% of children aged 14-29 participate in less than four cultural activities per year 
(69% in Italy). Most of them do not like reading and are not very passionate about sports, missing out on very 
important opportunities for growth and training. Young people are not interested in sports and cultural ac-
tivities, but they feel comfortable with new technologies, particularly in the use of the Internet: 94 out of 100 
young people in Veneto use the Internet regularly, i.e., at least once a week, and 82% go online every day 
(76.4% in Italy). Although discouraged and disappointed by the institutions, young people in Veneto show 
interest in public affairs, engaging in the world of associations and volunteer work (17.3%), more than the na-
tional average (12%).

Source: Processing of data from ISTAT by the Statistics Office of Regione Veneto

ALL-ROUND GROWING UP

IN ADDITION TO SCHOOL, 
THE EDUCATIONNAL 
COMMUNITY

For further information: Nedda Visentini        041/2791648
		        Desirè Molin             041/2791677
		        Alessandra Padoan   041/2791333
   		        Elisa Mantese            041/2791646

In compliance with Regional Law no. 8 of 2002, the Statistics Office of Regione Veneto collects, 
analyses and publishes statistical information of regional interest. The data processed is 
community property and is disseminated via several publications and the website of Regione 
Veneto www.regione.veneto.it/web/statistica.
The reproduction of text, tables and graphics is authorised for non-commercial use provided 
that their source is cited.
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