
UNDERSTANDING VENETO IN FIGURES AND DIAGRAMS

Grapevines in Veneto have their roots deep in the mists of time: the 
first traces of vines were found in Bolca , in the Verona area, from a 
period that can be traced back to about 50 million years ago.
 Pliny refers to the wine that was cultivated in the marshes of Opitergium and Concordia but the cultivation 
of vines increased during the Republic of Venice, which already exported wine to ports throughout the 
Mediterranean. It is therefore no coincidence that Veneto is one of the most important regions in Europe for 
the production of the Bacchus nectar and in 2017, it was the third region in Italy for dedicated surface area, 
behind Sicily and Puglia. During the last difficult harvest, due to frost during flowering in April, which affected 
Northern Italy, 8.5 million hectolitres were produced from the more than 80,000 production hectares, and for 

the first time after many years Veneto 
is just behind Puglia, losing its historical supremacy.
PDO Prosecco covers more than a quarter of the 
production area of the last harvest, followed by the 
new PDO Delle Venezie, created in 2017 to enhance 
the production of Pinot Grigio (11.6%), and the 
PDO from Conegliano-Valdobbiadene (10.1%). The 

podium confirms the “white” vocation of Veneto: in fourth place we find the first “red” PDO, the Valpolicella 
with 10%, then the Veneto PGI (9.2%), followed by Soave and Bardolino: these wines represent more than 
three quarters of the vine-cultivated surface area and confirms the absolute quality of production, as much as 
96% of the wine produced is a wine with a registered designation.

Source: Processing of data from ISTAT and AVEPA by the Statistics Office of Regione Veneto
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ALSO AVAILABLE:
- Tourism data 2017
- Result indicators of ROP Veneto ERDF 2014 - 2020
- Cassa Integrazione Guadagni (Italian Redundancy Fund). Veneto and the Italian regions - 
Year 2017

Vineyard surface area by region. Year 2017

Wine produced by region. Year 2017

% distribution of the production surface area by denomi-
nation. Veneto - Year 2017
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Prosecco DOP

Delle Venezie DOP 

11.6%

Conegliano Valdobbiadene DOP

10.1%

Valpolicella DOP

10.0%
Veneto IGP 

Soave DOP

Bardolino DOP 3.2%

Other
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EXCELLENT FOOD AND WINE FROM

VENETO TO TASTE AND 
ENJOY



Veneto has not missed a blow in wine exports and has been at the top of the ranking of Italian regions without 
any competitor for years: even in 2017 the second and third regions, Piedmont and Tuscany respectively, 
when combined, are unable to outdo Veneto, which totals a new record of 2.1 billion euros, growing by more 
than 6 percentage points compared to the previous year and representing 35.5% of Italian wine exports.
A good part of this record is indisputably linked to the Prosecco phenomenon, which has led to the success 
of the entire category of sparkling wines that now account for more than a third of Veneto’s exports: in fact, 
compared to an average annual growth over the last 6 years of 8 percentage points for the total wine and 
3.5% for bottled wine, which also includes our most prized reds, since 2011, sparkling wines have grown 

steadily in double figures at an average rate of almost 25 
points per year 
In 2017, over 800 million euros of Prosecco spumante PDO 
were exported, equal to 60% of national sparkling wine ex-
ports. Although Prosecco is now a world best-seller, there 
are three major countries that are buying it, given that they 
purchase two thirds of the total: the United Kingdom in first 

place, with over 40%, the United States (22%) and Germany (5.4%).
The wine consumption trend should be noted: of the 241 million hectolitres consumed worldwide in 2016, 
the United States was the best customer, with 32 million hectolitres, growing by almost six percentage points 
between 2012 and 2016, followed by France, Italy, Germany and China, which also grew by more than one 
point compared to 4 years before.

NUMBER ONE IN 
EXPORTS 

VENETO UNRIVALLED IN THE EXPORT OF WINE

Source: Processing of data from ISTAT and OIV by the Statistics Office of Regione Veneto

Wine exports (billion euros) by the top Italian regions 
and % variation compared to the previous year.

Year 2017

% variation compared to the previous year in the export 
value of sparkling wine and total wine.

Veneto - Years 2011:2017(*)

World wine consumption.
Year 2016 and % variation compared to 2012

Export of Prosecco spumante PDO

(*) for 2017, the % variation in sparkling wine and bottled wine is estimated

  

 

 

804 MILLION  EUROS OF PROSECCO 
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the major

importers

60 % nationalsparking wineexports

22%

40.2%

5.4%

2.1

1.0

6.
4% 0.9

0.5
0.30.3

0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1
0

5

10

%

15

20

25

0.0

0.5

1.0

1.5

2.0

2.5

Ve
ne

to

Pi
em

on
te

To
sc

an
a

Tr
en

�n
o 

A.
A.

Em
ili

a 
Ro

m
.

Lo
m

ba
rd

ia

Ab
ru

zz
o

Pu
gl

ia

Si
ci

lia

Fr
iu

li 
V.

G.

Bi
lli

on
 e

ur
os

2017 2017/16 var.% 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

2012/11 2013/12 2014/13 2015/14 2016/15 2016/17

Sparkling wine Bo�led wine Total 

25%

6,3%
8,3%

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

Spagna

Regno Unito

Cina

Germania

Italia

Francia

USA

million of hectoliters

+5.7% since 2012

+1.1% since 2012

+1.0% since 2012



UNDERSTANDING VENETO IN FIGURES AND DIAGRAMS

Italy is the country with the most quality products (818) in the world, and Veneto ranks first at the national level 
for these products: considering the food and wine sectors together, Veneto has 911 certified products, inclu-
ding PDO (Protected Designation of Origin), PGI (Protected Geographical Indication) and GTS (Guaranteed 
Traditional Speciality) ones, on an equal footing with Tuscany.
Considering the food sector, despite its being dominated by fruit and vegetables, with almost half of the 36 
certified products in Veneto, the most economically important is cheese. In 2016, Veneto had a production 
turnover of 390 million euros, ranking third for the economic impact of its quality products and representing 
6% of the total 6.6 billion euros in Italy; the Grana Padano and Asiago cheeses are responsible for more than 

70% of this value.
The wine sector, with its 53 certified products, places Veneto 
as the first region in terms of absolute value for the produc-
tion of wine that has not yet been bottled, with 1.3 billion 
euros, equal to 40% of the turnover value in Italy: Prosecco 

PDO and Conegliano-Valdobbiadene PDO naturally represent the two most significant part, but among the 
PDOs, Amarone della Valpolicella and Valpolicella stand out, which together accou Protected Designation of 
Origin (PDO) certified food products:

HIGH-QUALITY 

VENETO PRODUCTS EXCEL

Source: Processing of provisional data from ISTAT - Regione Veneto by the Statistics Office of ISM;EA

Number of quality products in the food and wine sectors 
by region. Year 2017

Production value of the food sector.
Veneto - Year 2016

Number of PDO and PGI products in the food sector by 
category. Veneto - Year 2017

Production value of the wine sector.
Veneto - Year 2016

1Prosciutto Veneto Berico-Euganeo, Salamini italiani alla Cacciatora, Sopressa Vicentina, Cozza di Scardovari, Veneto, Aglio Bianco Polesano, Asparago 
Bianco di Bassano, Marrone di S. Zeno Asiago, Casatella Trevigiana, Grana Padano, Montasio, Monte Veronese, Piave, Provolone Valpadana, Taleggio, 
Miele delle Dolomiti Bellunesi, Garda. Protected Geographical Indication (PGI): Asparago Bianco di Cimadolmo, Asparago di Badoere, Ciliegia di Marostica, 
Fagiolo di Lamon della Vallata Bellunese, Insalata di Lusia, Marrone di Combai, Marroni del Monfenera, Pesca di Verona, Radicchio di Chioggia, Radicchio di 
Verona, Radicchio Rosso di Treviso, Zampone Modena Radicchio Variegato di Castelfranco, Riso del Delta del Po, Riso Nano Vialone Veronese, Cotechino 
Modena, Mortadella Bologna, Salame Cremona, Guaranteed Traditional Speciality (GTS): Mozzarella, Pizza napoletana
Certified wine products:
Protected Designation of Origin (PDO): Amarone della Valpolicella, Bagnoli Friularo, Bardolino Superiore, Colli Asolani – Prosecco, Colli di Conegliano, Colli 
Euganei Fior d’Arancio, Conegliano Valdobbiadene – Prosecco, Lison, Montello rosso, Piave Malanotte, Recioto della Valpolicella, Recioto di Gambellara, 
Recioto di Soave, Soave Superiore, Arcole, Bagnoli di Sopra, Bardolino, Bianco di Custoza, Breganze, Colli Berici, Colli Euganei, Corti Benedettine del 
Padovano, Delle Venezie, Gambellara, Garda, Lessini Durello, Lison – Pramaggiore, Lugana, Merlara, Montello - Colli Asolani, Monti Lessini, Piave, Riviera 
del Brenta, San Martino della Battaglia, Soave, Valdadige, Valdadige Terradeiforti, Valpolicella, Valpolicella Ripasso, Venezia, Vicenza, Vigneti della 
Serenissima Protected Geographical Indication (PGI): Alto Livenza, Colli Trevigiani, Conselvano, Marca Trevigiana, Trevenezie, Vallagarina, Veneto, Veneto 
Orientale, Verona, Vigneti delle Dolomiti
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UNDERSTANDING VENETO IN FIGURES AND DIAGRAMS

Veneto tourism in 2017 registered record numbers thanks to the variety and quality of its offer, as well as the 
pleasure of tasting our culinary specialities accompanied by the tasting of renowned native wines.  In Veneto 
, in fact, alongside the usual five tourist destinations, sea, mountains, lake, cities of art and spas, some areas 

are emerging characterised by a strong food and 
wine offer: the cradle of Prosecco, the areas of 
Soave and Valpolicella.
The hilly area of Valdobbiadene and Conegliano 
which, with its villages, abbeys and castles rising 
amidst a mosaic created over the centuries by 
the almost entirely manual work of man, and a 
candidate for a UNESCO World Heritage Site, 

hosted over 415 thousand tourists in 2017 and recorded an feat of +9.1% of arrivals and +16% of presences.
Another territory characterised by the production of a special Veneto wine, the Soave PDO, is developing a 
niche tourism: after the 2016 boom, in 2017 it continued to attract more and more tourists, with increases of 
+6.1% in arrivals and +10.1% in presences (almost 300 thousand).
In Valpolicella, an area where Valpolicella PDO wine and the prestigious Amarone PDO are produced, there 
were almost 300,000 tourists in 2017, recording increases of +8.4% in arrivals and +6.3% in presences

Source: Processing of provisional data from ISTAT - Regione Veneto by the Statistics Office of Regione Veneto

TOURISM, WINE AND GOOD FOOD

VENETO FOOD AND WINE 
SPECIALITIES ATTRACT 
TOURISTS

For further information: Elena Santi    041/2791610
     Antonella Trabuio   041/2791609

2017: a golden year for tourism numbers

The Soave area 

Emerging tourism: the cradle of Prosecco

La Valpolicella 
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30123 Venezia
Tel.  041 2792833 - 041 2792838
Fax. 041 2792806
e-mail: assessore.caner@regione.veneto.it

- Council for Tourism, Promotional Activities, 
Foreign Trade and Internationalisation

Regione del Veneto In compliance with Regional Law No. 8 of 2002, the Veneto Region Statistical 
Office gathers, analyses and broadcasts statistical information of regional interest. 
The processed data is of public heritage and is broadcast via publications and 
the Veneto Region website at  www.regione.veneto.it/web/statistica.
The reproduction of text, tables and diagrams is permitted for non-commercial 
use, including reference to the source. 

Veneto Region
- Regional Council Administration
- Secretary General of Planning
- Regional Statistical System Section

Rio dei Tre Ponti - Dorsoduro 3494/A
30123 Venezia
phone 041/2792109 fax 014/2792099
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