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LAND AND THE CITY:
RESOURCES TO LIVE

For its many vital functions, land is an important resource that needs to be protected, because it is limited and not renewable. Poor land
management results in significant costs to the quality of the environment and the safety and health of citizens, and vice versa land
enhancement is a resource, even economic, that is strategic for sustainable development. One of the major threats is overbuilding for
residential and industrial use and the construction of infrastructure. Saving land is a shared goal in Europe, which aims to achieve a net
increase in the land use equal to zero. Moreover, saving land does not oppose hopes for recovery in the construction sector, which

should favour interventions of urban regeneration, the
recovery and energy upgrading of existing buildings, and
the remediation of disused industrial areas. In Italy, the level
of overbuilding is among the highest in Europe, given also
the morphological characteristics and the relevant share of
mountain areas: 7.8% of the surface is artificial, compared
with 4.6% in the EU27. Percentages are slightly lower in
Germany, Denmark and the UK, while the countries with

the less land-consuming are the ones of Eastern and Northern Europe. Among the drivers of land consumption is urban sprawl, the
form of urbanization prevailing in our country. Many cities have developed in a disorganised and uncontrolled way, which has given rise
to urban sprawl and peri-urban low density settlements, with an unbundled urban fabric mixed with rural and production areas: this is
urban sprawl. This process of urban expansion is relatively new to European cities, but it is more rooted in Italy, where the urban areas
have progressively lost their historic compactness to evolve towards diffused and dispersed structure. Precisely because of the highest
number of scattered cities, the percentage of population living in highly urbanized areas in Italy is lower than in Europe, and is
significantly higher 61%.

THE FOLLOWING ARE AVAILABLE:
- Statistical report 2014: Paths of growth
- Road incidents as of the end of 2012
- Tourism - final data as of April 2014

Source: Processing by Regione Veneto - Sezione Sistema Statistico Regionale on Eurostat data

ITALY IS A LAND-CONSUMING COUNTRY...
% Distribution of the population by degree of urbanization
of the municipality. Veneto and EU28 Countries - Year 2012

...ALSO DUE TO RESIDENTIAL SCATTERING
% of artificial surfaces. EU27 - Year 2012
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1 The net consumption of land is the balance between land consumption and the increase of agricultural, natural and semi-natural land, due to restoration, demolition, de-, re-naturalisation or
other works.



Land use is higher in Northern Italy, mainly due to the urban sprawl of the Po river valley, which goes west towards the industrial area of
Turin and south along the Via Emilia. Along with Lombardy, Veneto is the region with the highest percentage of land used: the urbanized
area accounts for 12.9% of the region, which in absolute value means about 2,000 km2, i.e. 400 m2 of land for each resident, 30 m2 per

capita more than the national average. Over the past 10 years, the
increase in land consumption has been lower than the national average
(5.3% vs. 8.8%) and than in many other regions, mainly because Veneto
had reached high levels of saturation as early as in 2001 (12.2% vs. 6.1%
Italy). All the provinces of Veneto, with the exception of Rovigo and
Belluno, have a urbanization level that is double or even more than the

rest of Italy: in Verona it is a little lower, but Padua stands out, with built up areas covering over a fifth (22.6%) of the surface area.
Consider that in the city of Padua the space used is 80% of the administrative area, one of the highest percentages on the national level.
The saturation of Padua, along extensive urbanization of the neighbouring cities, cannot be matched in the other major cities of
Veneto.
Of course, the group of the province capitals reaches a highest urbanization percentage (28%) compared to the rest of the cities (12%),
but the latter expand to a greater extent. The city exceeds the administrative borders of the municipality to extend progressively into
the surrounding areas, according to a fragmented and scattered settlement model, and this not only in the neighbouring cities but also
in more distant ones. Urbanization in the first belt of provincial capitals is 17%, +4% compared to 2001, and in the second belt it is a little
less but here the growth rate is higher. This is not the case in Venice, where they continue to build on except that in the old town centre.
Aiming at land protection, the Regional Territorial Coordination Plan insists that future planning decisions will have to "find a new
model of development able to ensure sustainability and the balance between city and countryside, promoting redevelopment,
restructuring and recovery of dismantled production sites, encouraging the use of innovative and sustainable energy sources, to
upgrade the already urbanized and unused areas and retrieve the heritage of existing buildings".

SCATTERED URBANIZATION
IN VENETO

Source: Processing by Regione Veneto - Sezione Sistema Statistico Regionale on ISPRA and Istat data and estimations.

(*) The first belt consists of all the municipalities neighbouring with the capital, the second belt includes the municipalities neighbouring with the first belt.

Estimation of land used per resident (m2 per resident)
Veneto and Italy - Years 1950:2012

…EVEN IN TIMES OF CRISISVENETO IS OVERBUILDING…

PADUA: THE MOST URBANIZED

% of urbanized surfaces per municipality.
Veneto - 2011 census

% of urbanized surfaces per province.
Veneto - 2011 census and % var. 2011/01
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THE SCATTERED CITIES GROWS ON

Urbanized
area
2011

% var.
2011/01

Urbanized
area
2011

% var.
2011/01

Urbanized
area
2011

% var.
2011/01

Belluno 9.6 11.1 8.6 1.0 6.7 1.6

Padua 80.7 1.1 37.3 6.8 27.5 6.3

Rovigo 20.2 3.5 8.8 9.9 7.7 7.1

Treviso 47.8 12.1 29.4 2.8 19.0 6.4

Venice 18.5 11.8 14.7 5.2 14.4 7.5

Verona 30.0 -0.4 16.4 3.8 8.6 10.1

Vicenza 36.4 4.2 21.5 -2.7 15.3 5.8

Total 27.6 5.2 17.3 4.0 12.6 6.8
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In confirmation of the increased scattering of the population in Veneto, where the phenomenon is stronger than anywhere else, the

households (65%) live in "detached villas, single-family or multi-family houses", often surrounded by a garden or greenery; these are the

housing types that offer more freedom and privacy. Those that live in apartments, are in most cases living in small apartment buildings,

with less than 10 apartments per building. However, here too, for

reasons of residential and land protection, proposals to increase the

height of residential buildings are been introduced.

The demographic trend of the 60s and 70s caused a housing boom and

the compact extension of urban areas; on the contrary, the reasons for

urban sprawl, which is typical of recent decades, are to be found in the
different expectations of the families in terms of quality of life. People prefer living at some distance from the city centre, primarily for

economic reasons, given the lower cost of housing in the suburbs, but also to escape the congestion and problems of the city.

Generally, it is said that in the city you can a have a house but in the countryside you can have a life. The city is chosen essentially for

functional reasons, for the presence of services and employment opportunities; being in the country is an indication of a more peaceful

lifestyle, which focuses on the community. The external environment is therefore a factor which affects the quality of life for families,

just like the structural condition of the house. 92% of households in Veneto declare to be generally satisfied with their house, and is true

for both those that live in medium-sized municipalities and those who live in large cities, but the satisfaction level of those living in more

isolated areas is slightly lower (89.5%). The latter are particularly affected by a certain difficulty of accessing basic services such as

schools, grocery stores, basic health services and public transport. In low density areas service accessibility gets 65 points out of 100

(100 is the maximum), i.e. 22 points less than in the large cities. However, in smaller municipalities one enjoys more favourable

environmental conditions: less pollution, traffic, noise and degradation. In any case, the people's opinion on the quality of the area

where they live and the attention towards the environment have generally improved in recent years.

A HOUSE IN THE CITY AND
A LIFE IN THE
COUNTRYSIDE

VENETO, A LAND OF VILLAS… NOT ONLY ART "CONTENT WITH OUR HOME"

MORE SERVICES IN THE CITY… …BUT STUCK IN TRAFFIC

% of households and people per type of housing .
Veneto Italy 2012and - Year

Synthetic indicator of declared accessibility to the services in the area of
residence, per urbanization degree. Veneto and Italy - Year 2012 (*)

% of households highly or quite dissatisfied with problems
in their area of residence. Veneto - Years 2000 and 2012

Source: Regione Veneto - Sezione Sistema Statistico Regionale on Istat data

This was stated by 92%

of households

in ( ).Veneto Italy 89.2%

The most satisfied are those

living in

Trentino Alto Adige (94.6%),

Umbria and Marche.

(*) The synthetic accessibility indicator ranges from 0 to 100, where 0 represents the worst quality, when the households find it very difficult to access the services in their area of residence,
and 100 represents the best quality, when the households do not claim to find it difficult.
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Families People Families People

Villa, small house, single-family house 24.7 26.4 20.6 22.0

Villa, small house, multi-family house 40.3 42.1 25.8 26.5

Apartment in building with

less than 10 apartments 20.5 18.1 25.7 24.8

10 apartments or more 14.1 13.1 27.5 26.3

Another type (a) 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.4

Veneto Italy

(a) The mode "other type" includes improper housing, considering the people who live in
hotels, guest houses and the similar.
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Cities are an important tool for the sustainable growth of a region and to achieve the objectives of Europe 2020, especially when their
economic opportunities are enhanced and they have an integrated approach to urban development. Today, more than half of the
world's population lives in urban areas and the projections for the next 40 years confirm that this trend will become even stronger; it is a
global phenomenon with significant implications on living conditions, the environment and development. Even Italy, despite its long
rural tradition, is experiencing this urbanization process: in 2011 the population in urban areas was 68%, around 42 million people, and

the estimate is 79% in 2050.
Cities are the drivers of economy and fertile land for technology,
innovation and creativity; however, they are also where problems
emerge and social inequalities deepen. Special attention is therefore
required towards the priorities of governance. In the European vision,
the city of tomorrow is a place with a sustained productivity boost and

aiming at a good level of social cohesion and environmental protection. New technologies and innovation can contribute to the
regeneration of the city and improve quality of life in it, pointing to the smart city model according to the European vision. The Smart
City Index measures the degree of 'smartness' of all provincial Italian capitals considering various subject areas, from infrastructure to
broadband and digital services (health, education, mobility, government, justice, tourism and culture), to the sustainable development
of cities. In 2014, Verona, Padua and Vicenza, out of the seven provincial capitals of the Veneto, were placed among the top 25 cities in
the national ranking; Venice and Treviso were in the middle ranking (31st and 36th position), followed by Belluno and Rovigo. Doing
particularly well are the broadband, smart mobility, smart culture and tourism and renewable energy sectors. Venice stands out as the
city offering the smartest library in Italy. The main players in the implementation of the smart city model will be the single cities; Regione
Veneto will be responsible for promoting and monitoring the various stages of this implementation, just as it does for the
implementation of its Regional Digital Agenda, which aims at ensuring high technology standards to its cities.

TOWARDS A SMART,
INCLUSIVE AND
GREEN CITY

Source: Regione Veneto - Sezione Sistema Statistico Regionale on data from Between data and information, and the UN Population Division estimates

URBAN AREAS IN EXPANSION

ALL THE ASPECTS OF "SMARTNESS"

WITH EUROPE WORKING TO MAKE ITS CITIES SMART

Smart City Index: position of the provincial capital
cities in the thematic ranking. Veneto - Year 2014 (*)

(*) The Smart City Index is a composite indicator. It ranges from 0 to 100 and measures the level of smartness of a city in various thematic areas.

In implementation of the Regional Law no. 8 of 2002, the Office of Statistics of
Regione Veneto collects, analyses and disseminates statistical information of
regional interest. The data presented herein are the property of the
community and are distributed through publications and the internet site of
Regione Veneto .www.regione.veneto.it/web/statistica
Reproduction of texts, tables and graphs is authorized for non-commercial use
and with indication of the source.

For further information: Nedda Visentini tel. +39/041/2791648
Cristiano Vanin tel. +39/041/2792233

tel.041/2792109 fax 041/2792099
e-mail: statistica@regione.veneto.it

Rio dei Tre Ponti - Dorsoduro 3494/A
30123 Venice

Sezione Sistema
Statistico Regionale http://www.regione.veneto.it/web/statisticahttp://www.regione.veneto.it/web/statistica

Regione del Veneto
- Vice Presidency and Council for Land, Culture, Statistics and General

Affairs

- Directorate of the President
- Department of Local Autonomy, Legal Persons and Control of Acts, Trustee
Management and Post-emergency Management, Statistics, Major Events

- Regional Statistics System Section

% of the population that lives in urban areas.
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