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What is the 
sound of sustain-
ability? Buzzing, 
without a doubt. 

Even if at first it may seem strange, bees have much 
more to do with environmental balance than one 
might imagine. Bees are much more than honey 
producers, in that our future depends partly on 
them.. Together with other pollinating insects, they 
very much have an irreplaceable role in nature; with-
out them, pollination of flowers and plants would 
cease and interbreeding between plants of different 
species would decrease, with serious consequences 
for food production and global balance. The Food 
and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations 
(FAO) states that 3 out of 4 food crops in the world 
depend to a certain extent on pollination; the most 
common are apples, strawberries, peppers, onions, 
coffee and cocoa.
Bees make an essential contribution to maintaining 
biodiversity on our planet, but in recent years unfor-
tunately their role has become increasingly fragile 
and threatened. Bee and other pollinating insect 
populations are continuing to decline, especially 
in Europe and North America1. Endangerment is 
largely due to intensive cultivation practices, chang-
es in soil use, climate change and a large number of 
substances used in agriculture.
Since the 20th of May last year, we have been cel-
ebrating World Bee Day, established by the UN, to 
highlight the importance of these animals for the 
world's ecosystem and biodiversity. The aim is to 
raise awareness about the need to protect these 
precious pollinators.
It is therefore clear that the matters at stake are 
closely linked and in line with the goals of sustain-
able development set by the United Nations in its 
Agenda 2030, in the pursuit of balance: from the 
solution to the problems linked to hunger in the 
world, to the promotion of responsible production 
and consumption that guarantee a sustainable use 
of resources, without taking away the focus on the 
dangers linked to the loss of biodiversity and the 
degradation of ecosystems.
The theme of this year's statistical report is balance, 
which means equilibrium, from Latin aequus=equal 

and libra=pair 
of scales. It indi-
cates a situation 
where there is an 

exact distribution of components in a set. Analys-

1 Greenpeace, http://salviamoleapi.org/

ing the society, the economy and the environment 
in which we live with this approach, from a statistical 
point of view, inevitably brings us to evaluate the 
possible balance or rather, the imbalances that char-
acterise the world around us. 
Balance has both an intrinsic nature, i.e., how a sin-
gle component is balanced or not in itself, and an 
extrinsic nature, i.e., how different components in-
teract with each other in such a way as to achieve 
a global balance or not. The nature of balance is 
also unstable: human societies are characterised 
so much by change, that the point of balance can 
only be reached at certain times, then giving way to 
other situations of imbalance that will then return to 
rebalance in a play destined to change over time.
Objectively, we live in a very complex and integrat-
ed world, in which growing and sometimes contrast-
ing forces of a social, economic and cultural nature 
operate, which are difficult to combine in a unified 

and stable vision. 
The idea of there 
only being one 
right way of do-
ing things (Tay-

lor's one best way) seems to have completely disap-
peared, since it has been established that the same 
solutions to the same problems may not work if you 
change the context in which you work.
On the contrary, increasing interest is being shown 
in the approach that favours and values mechanisms 
of balance and conciliation between the various 
pressures emanating from society. The examples 
that can be given are countless. However, the most 
important issue with the most serious consequences 
if not dealt with, is the relationship between man 
and the environment and, in particular, between the 
needs of economic development and the protection 
of health and life on the planet. The recent weather 
events in Veneto, among them "Vaia", the frighten-
ing rain storm with winds that destroyed millions of 
trees in the mountains of Veneto in just a few hours 
last October, now seem unequivocally attributable 
to climate change, prompting a reflection on "liv-
ing" out our time with respect for "nature", under-
stood as land and all of its components.

Bees and Global 
Balance

"Balance"
is the common thread.

"Life is like riding a bicycle. 
To keep your balance, you 
must keep moving." 
Albert Einstein
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tional, moral and spiritual needs. 
Sustainability has become an integral word of the 
language used for the description, analysis and 
planning of social systems at all levels of govern-
ment: international, national, regional and local. 
The Brundtland Report was followed by the United 
Nations Conference on Environment and Develop-
ment (Rio Earth Summit, 1992), the Millennium Dec-
laration (hence the Millennium Development Goals, 
2000) and the Conference on Sustainable Develop-
ment (Rio + 20, 2012).
At the European level, in Lisbon in March 2020 the 
European Union approved a programme of reforms 
to render itself a knowledge-based, competitive 
and inclusive economy. The result is a strategy with 
concrete objectives to be achieved within 10 years, 
i.e., in 2010, a deadline which then has shifted to 
2020. The overall strategy regarded about ten dif-
ferent areas that included social policies and the rel-
evant sectors for the construction of a modernised 
European social model based oninnovation, welfare 
reform and social inclusion, the enhancement of 
human capital and labour retraining, equal job op-
portunities for women, etc,. and indeed, sustainable 
development.

Agenda 2030, a Challenge for Veneto
On the 25th of September 2015, the USustainable 
Development, a global action plan for individual 
well-being, environmental protection prosperity of 
countries. The Agenda expects 17 Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs) to be achieved by 2030. 
These goals aim at establishing  a development 
model that combines economic progress with so-
cial development and at increasing attention toward 
the environment, so as to ensure a more equitable 
and prosperous society, with respect of future gen-
erations. The 17 goals, divided into 169 targets, are 
closely interlinked and are:
1. No Poverty
2. Zero Hunger;  
3. Good Health and Well-being; 

Balance is sustainability2

The key element is the pursuit of a balance that is 
both intergenerational and intragenerational; future 
generations have the same rights as current gener-
ations and, within the same generation, people be-
longing to different political, economic, social and 
geographical backgrounds have the same rights.
This guarantee, mainly of an ecological nature, has 
been the subject of international debate, with par-
ticular emphasis on the rationalisation of resources 
and the environmental impact of human actions. In 
a period in the history of mankind where human be-
haviour risks upsetting the balance of nature, caring 
for the environment becomes a priority. 
The concept of balance is therefore based on an 
ethical and political principle that implies sustain-
able development, i.e., that the economic and so-
cial dynamics of modern economies are compatible 
with the improvement of living conditions and the 
capacity of natural resources to reproduce them-
selves indefinitely.
"Development is sustainable when it meets the 
needs of the present without compromising the 
ability of future generations to meet theirs. Sustain-
able development, far from being a fixed state of 
harmony, is rather a process of change in which the 
use of resources, the direction of investments, the 
orientation of technological development and insti-
tutional changes are made consistent with future as 
well as present needs."3

Since this first definition appeared in 1987 in the 
United Nations' Brundtland Report, the concept of 
sustainability has been further developed and ex-
panded, to the point of being made the main prin-
ciple inspiring policies aimed not only at econom-
ic progress, but also at improving the existence of 
people in its multidimensionality, through the sat-
isfaction of man's basic physical, intellectual, emo-

2 Data and forecasts available as of April 2019. 
3 This is what the United Nations World Commission on Environ-
ment and Development (WCDE) affirmed in 1987 in its "Brundt-
land Report - Our Common Future".
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 Fig. 1  - The institutional path toward global sustainability
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measures the progress of 156 countries towards sus-
tainable development. The EU leads the world rank-
ing with Sweden, Denmark and Finland at the top 
(83-85 out of 100 points), followed by Germany and 
France with more than 80 points; the top non-Euro-
pean country in the ranking is Japan in 15th place. 
Italy is sits at 29th place, obtaining a score of 74.2, 
signifying that is about three quarters of the way to-
ward carrying out the Agenda.

In most rich 
countries, the 
most serious sus-
tainability short-

fall is ecological debt, due to uncontrolled econom-
ic development, over-exploitation and depletion of 
natural resources. After significant progress in com-
bating extreme poverty and malnutrition, in facili-
tating access to health and education services and 
basic infrastructure, deveoping countries risk to re-
gress due to conflicts. 
We need a change in culture, by overcoming the 

boards Report 2018 - Global responsibilities implementing the 
goals. July 2018.

4. Quality Education; 
5. Gender Equality; 
6. Clean Water and Sanitation; 
7. Affordable and Clean Energy; 
8. Decent Work and Economic Growth; 
9. Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure (equitable 
and sustainable); 
10. Reducing Inequality; 
11. Sustainable Cities and Communities; 
12. Responsible Consumption and Production; 
13. Climate Action; 
14. Life Below Water; 
15. Life On Land; 
16. Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions;
17. Partnerships for the Goals.
About 4 years later something has been done, but 
many challenges still remain that cannot be post-
poned, with the knowledge that time is a luxury that 
we do not have! The "Global SDG Index 20184” 

4 The "Global SDG Index" takes values from 0 to 100 and ex-
presses the percentage of achievement of the Agenda 2030 
goals: the closer the indicator is to 100, the closer the country is 
to full achievement of the SDGs. Bertelsmann Stiftung and Sus-
tainable Development Solutions Network. SDG Index and Dash-

Agenda 2030, Italy three 
quarters of the way there

 Fig. 2  - Global SDG Index 2018: scores and rankings of some countries

Source: Processing by the Regione Veneto Statistical Office of data from Bertelsmann Stiftung and Sustainable Development Solu-
tions Network, July 2018
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ment strategy
The resolution of the European Parliament of the 6th 
of July 2017 recognizes the centrality of local and 
regional authorities in the implementation of SDGs. 
It is at the local level, in fact, that the impact of the 
achievement of the Agenda's Goals is observed in 
practice, and it is always at the local level that  poli-
cies of inclusion and participation of citizens can be 
most effectively implemented in the monitoring and 
assessment phases of the policies implemented. In 
order to comply with the said Resolution and sub-
sequent national provisions, the Veneto Regional 
Council, by decision of the 18th September 2018, 
started the process of drawing up its own Sustain-
able Development Strategy, which will define the 
regional strategic objectives in line with the national 
strategy. The regional planning and programming 
tools currently in force will be the starting point for 
the formulation of the document of the Regional 
Strategy for Sustainable Development. The Region-
al Strategy document should identify the regional 
goals, priority actions and the necessary mecha-
nisms for their implementation, identifying the main 
funding channels and providing specific ways of in-
tegrating them into the Regional Financial Economy 
Document (DEFR in the Italian acronym).
For this purpose, a control room has been set up, 
coordinated by the Secretary General for Planning, 
to testify to the transversal nature of development. 
There will be a broad involvement of local institu-
tions and civil society, also through the establish-
ment of a Regional Forum, thematic tables and a 
dedicated website.
The regional strategy in this area is a great oppor-
tunity not only to assess where we are as the region 
of  Veneto on a whole but, above all, to identify new 
trajectories of growth.
The 17 goals of Agenda 2030 need to be measured 
and monitored over time to re-adjust policies and 
actions. For the monitoring and assessment of pro-
gress, the UN has defined 244 indicators, although 
not always quantifiable and relevant for every coun-
try. In Italy, ASviS6 proposes a composite indicator 
combining different elementary measures, acting 

as an overall in-
dicator of a re-
gion's progress 
towards, or de-
viation from, 

6 The Italian Alliance for Sustainable Development (ASviS ), born 
in 2016, today brings together over 200 of the most important 
institutions and networks of civil society. 

current obsession for economic growth; society is 
mature for this change, young people insistently ask 
for it, and we have the power to do so. "Act so that 
the effects of your actions are compatible with the 
permanence of genuine human life.," says Hans Jo-
nas5; in every decision we must look to the future, 
to what repercussions it will have on ourselves, on 
others and on nature.

The national strategy
The national version of Agenda 2030 is the National 
Strategy for Sustainable Development (SNSvS in the 
Italian acronym), approved in December 2017.
The SNSvS is subdivided into five areas, corre-
sponding to the "5Ps" of sustainable development 
proposed by Agenda 2030:
- People: combating poverty and social exclusion 

and promoting health and well-being to ensure 
the conditions for the development of human 
capital; 

- Planet: en-
suring sustaina-
ble management 
of natural re-
sources, combat-

ing the loss of biodiversity and protecting envi-
ronmental and cultural assets; 

- Prosperity: establishing sustainable patterns of 
production and consumption, ensuring quality 
employment and training; 

- Peace: promoting a non-violent and inclusive 
society without any discrimination. Combating 
illegality; 

- Partnerships: intervening in the various areas in 
an integrated manner. 

The Strategy also identifies a system of sustainabil-
ity mechanisms, defined as transversal areas of ac-
tion and fundamental tools to guide the integration 
of sustainability in policies and planning; it provides 
for compatibility with existing programmatic docu-
ments, in particular with the National Reform Pro-
gramme (NRP in the Italian acronym) and, more gen-
erally, with the Economic and Financial Document 
(DEF in the Italian acronym), in line with the goals 
already existing at EU level. The National Strategy 
for Sustainable Development is the national refer-
ence framework for regional and sectoral planning, 
programming and assessment processes of a .

The way towards a regional sustainable develop-

5 Philosopher, 1903 -1993

Veneto’s path
toward sustainability:
strengths and 
investment objectives

The 5 Ps of the SNSvS: 
People, Planet,
Prosperity, Peace,
Partnership
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dents is also improving but remains critical in our 
region. Nevertheless, the goal "Health and Well-be-
ing" remains attainable with the excellence of Vene-
to's healthcare.
Almost all indicators of participation in the education 
system and vocational development are improving 
over time. School drop-outs (11%) are falling sharply 
and the overall level and quality of education is also 
increasing. In 2018, 64.8% of 25-64 year olds had at 
least a further education diploma and 32% of 30-34 
year olds had a degree.
There is more gender equality in various aspects of 
life, although there are still major gaps to be closed: 
the employment rate of women with small children 
remains lower than the rate of women without chil-
dren, a gap that has been widening since 2015; the 
proportion of women executives is much lower than 
that of men and the distance is increasing; the pres-
ence of women in entrepreneurship is also lower. 
The labour market is struggling to return to pre-cri-
sis levels, although it is still better than the Italian 
one and has shown progress over the past year. The 
unemployment rate, which stood at 6.4% in 2018, 
was slightly down, but the proportion of people 
who worked involuntarily on a short-time basis has 
gotten worse, and undocumented workers are also 
on the increase, accounting for 8.9% of the total in 
2016.
Agriculture has been showing mixed results. The val-
ue of economic production per agricultural unit has 
decreased over time, going from over 64 thousand 
euros in 2011 to 43 thousand in 2015. On the other 
hand, the percentage of agricultural land dedicated 
to organic production methods is increasing (2.3%). 
The business world is also advancing in its crossover 
to sustainability, thanks to investment in innovation 
(spending on research and development as a per-
centage of GDP is 1.3%) and the increased use of 
human resources with higher qualifications (of those 
employed, 14.5% have scientific and technological 
skills with a university education). 
The use of energy from renewable sources is im-
proving, representing 21.3% of final electricity con-
sumption, and the proportion of recycled municipal 
waste is increasing (73.6% of the total), but there are 
still some critical environmental issues. We should 
be alert to the excessive consumption of the soil, 
with more than 12% of the region's territory being 
subject to soil sealing8. The waste of drinking water, 

8 Soil sealing is caused by artificially covering the ground with 
asphalt or concrete that makes it inert and non-productive. It is a 
specific form of destruction caused by non-renewable resources 

reaching its various goals. This is a preliminary meas-
urement; while the composite indicator is effective 
because it allows homogeneous comparisons be-
tween regions, it does not highlight the characteris-
tics of a specific territory.
For the goals for which comparison with Italy overall 
is available7, the Veneto region exhibits better lev-
els of sustainability than the national average for 11 
goals, while in 2 cases it is in a slightly more critical 
position; for one it is in line with Italy.
Since 2010, significant improvements and some 
slight setbacks have been observed in Veneto. The 
average per capita income is growing (20,350 eu-
ros), but there are still major disparities, with 15.4% 
of Veneto people at risk of poverty or social exclu-
sion; however, with a view to greater social inclusion 
and fair distribution, progress can be seen, especial-
ly in the last year. Life expectancy, at 83.4 years, is 
rising and is among the highest in the world despite 
not being accompanied by healthy life years. 
Despite actions aimed at improving healthcare and 
eating habits, smoking and alcohol abuse is once 
again on the rise, as is the proportion of overweight 
children (22.5%). The mortality rate for road acci-

7 Currently, the ASviS composite indicator is not available for 3 
goals at a regional level due to lack of data.   These are: goal 13 
"Climate Action", goal 14 "Life below Water" and goal 17 "Partner-
ships for the Goals". 
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mental balance (23%) and stable marine areas rec-
ognised as important for biodiversity (38km2) and 
km of coastline (64.2%). 

due to the increasing inefficiency of the water net-
works causing the dispersion of about 40% of the 
total water volume, is also worrying. Quality of air in 
cities also remains problematic, given that 90.5% of 
the city's capital control units recorded more than 
35 exceedances of PM10 limits and 15% recorded 
exceedances of nitrogen dioxide.
Alongside this, there is a good range of protected 
areas that are valuable for maintaining the environ-

and must therefore be monitored.
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ulation.
After the decline that occurred during the years of 
crisis, migration flows have resumed. The migrato-
ry balance with foreign countries in 2018, positive 
with 17.8 thousand units, exceeded that of the pre-
vious year (13.9 thousand) and was the highest in 
the last 7 years. As regards interregional mobility, it 
is on the upswing, and  Veneto has become more 
attractive for those coming from other regions: for 
movements within the country, there is an estimated 
positive balance of 5.9 thousand units, compared to 
4 thousand in the previous year.

The downward 
trend in birth 
rates, which has 
been going on 

for 10 years, was also observed in the last year. In 
2017 there were 36,596 births in the Veneto region, 
-25% compared to 2008, and in 2018 there were 
an estimated 1,000 fewer births than in 2017. The 
phase of decline in the birth rate triggered by the 
crisis that began in 2008 seems therefore to have 
become a structural trend. 
There are several factors determining this decline; 
one of these is structural, i.e., it concerns the shrink-
ing number of potential mothers (-104 thousand 
women of childbearing age in the last 10 years). The 
most updated forecasts, however, unlike the previ-
ous ones, suggest a forthcoming period of tempo-
rary recovery in birth rate, in correspondence with 
the beginning of a period of maximum fertility of 
women born during the slight growth trend of the 
nineties and two thousands. 
Another factor that affects the number of births is 
the drop in the average number of children that 
each woman brings into the world; in the worst 
years of the economic crisis, in Veneto, the number 
of children per woman in 2008 went from 1.49 to 
1.36 in 2018, a value higher than the national aver-
age (1.32) but still not flourishing. If the couples who 
postponed having children during the crisis do not 
recover, they now risk not having children at all. This 
is a critical issue that places Italy, together with the 
countries of Southern Europe, among the European 
countries with the lowest fertility. Currently in Eu-
rope, where on average 1.59 children are born per 
woman, the situation is diverse, with France (1.9), 
Sweden (1.78) and Ireland (1.77) being the most 

prolific countries.
The shifting of 
motherhood to-
wards older ages 

The social balance between demograph-
ic changes and the labour market
Agenda 2030 is based on a reality: the planet is ex-
ploding with people. This is a euphemism of course, 
but goes far to highlight the proven fact that the 
global demography is constantly growing.  Today 
the Earth is home to over 7 billion people, and fore-
casts for 20509 estimate a global population that will 
reach 9.8 billion. This is a demographic growth that, 
however, does not affect all countries in a consistent 
manner; as repeatedly pointed out, in some areas of 
the world the demographic trend shows an opposite 
path, made up of very few births and de-population. 
Migration and population ageing are inevitable 
consequences of this phenomenon, which can have 
profound effects on societies and which pose a chal-
lenge to many goals of sustainable development. 
First and foremost, this concernes the goals related 
to poverty and hunger, education and the reduction 
of inequalities, but also to fiscal and political pres-
sures on issues such as health care, pensions and 
social protection systems. Demographic balance is 
therefore one of the major underlying themes for 
development in the years to come, which all too of-
ten is overlooked.

As of the 31st of 
December 2018, 
it is estimated 
that there are 

4,910,400 residents in Veneto, over 5,000 more 
people than in the previous year, equal to a rate of 
1.1 more inhabitants per thousand. After 3 years of 
demographic decline, with an overall loss of 22,559 
inhabitants, there appears to have been a slight re-
covery of the population, in contrast to the national 
trend (-1.5 per thousand).
This is a positive sign because  population increase 
is only expected in 4 regions (Trentino Alto Adige, 
Emilia Romagna and Lombardy, as well as Veneto). 
Migration, especially international migration, is 

the main reason 
for population 
growth in the last 
year, offsetting 

the negative balance of natural dynamics, i.e., the 
balance between births and deaths. In 2018 the nat-
ural component's contribution remained strongly 
negative (-12.8 thousand units), but unlike the years 
immediately preceding it was compensated by the 
incoming migratory flows, so as to increase the pop-

9 UN, "World Population Prospects", 2017.

In Veneto the population
returns to growth...

... as a result of 
migration

The  
birth rate crisis persists

Combining parenthood 
with work is still a 
problem, especially for 
mothers
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is a reduction in the number of single-child couples 
compared to those with two or more children. In 
2017, single-child couples from Veneto represented 
45% of all couples with children, whereas in 2007 
there were over 50%, while couples with two or 
more children reached almost 55% (49% in 2007).
We are getting married less and less and later on. At 

the beginning of 
the 1980s, there 
were almost 
24,000 weddings 

a year in Veneto, about 5.4 per 1,000 inhabitants, 
while in 2017 there were 14,270, just 2.9 per 1,000 
residents. Even when one chooses to marry, one in-
creasingly opts for civil marriage, so much so that 
civil marriages have surpassed religious ones and 
today account for almost 60% of all marriages, more 
than the national average (49.5%).
The progressive spread of more secularised behav-
iour is further evidenced by the increase in more 
more uxorio cohabitations and in the births of chil-
dren outside or before marriage. Specifically, in 
2017 10% of couples living together in Veneto were 
unmarried, when 10 years earlier this figure was 6% 
and not even 2% in 1997, and the majority of these 
couples had children (56%, compared to 27% in 
2007).

As a result of 
growing marital 
instability, new 
forms of families 

became established, such as reconstituted fami-
lies and single-parent families. The former, in 2017, 
amounted to about 103 thousand and represent-
ed 8.5% of all couples in Veneto (in 2007 this was 
6.5%). In 60% of cases, couples decided to re-marry, 
the majority of partners already with children (60%). 
Therefore, there was an increase in the number of 
children and young people living in a "blended" 
family. As for the latter, there were 202,000 sin-
gle-parent families, 15% more than ten years earlier, 
and in more than eight out of ten cases these took 

the form of moth-
ers living with 
children. 
In Italy, more 

than in other European countries, there is a general 
tendency to postpone the main milestones of fami-
ly development, such as marriage and children, but 
also the mere achievement of living independent-
ly in one's own new home. And so, the majority of 
young Italians continue to live in their parents’ house 

also contributes to the lowering of fertility: today 
in Veneto, as well as in Italy, on average a woman 
gives birth at 32 years of age, one year later than in 
2008. With the age of fertility shifted to later life, it 
is much more likely for a woman to be childless or 
unable to have the desired number of children (on 
average more than 2). Mothers, in particular, are at 
a particular disadvantage in terms of work, as they 
suffer more from the loss of their jobs (77% of peo-
ple with children who resign from work are women), 
and they continue to bear the bulk of the burden of 
domestic and family care duties. The Mother's In-
dex seeks to measure the position of mothers in the 
areas of care, work and service, so as to gauge the 
"quality of life of mothers". In 2017 the index reg-
istered substantial stability for Veneto compared to 
2004, placing our region in an intermediate position 
in the regional ranking.
As a result of these natural and migratory trends, the 
family structure has been weakened to the extent 

of being broken 
down, in some 
ways resembling 
"northern" mod-

els more and more, while maintaining certain fea-
tures. In fact, even in Italy, developments that North-
ern European countries have been experiencing for 
some time are increasing, such as the decrease in 
marriages and the increase in divorces and de facto 
couples, the increase in reconstituted families and 
the progressive dissociation between parenting and 
marriages, and the legal recognition of civil unions 
between persons of the same sex. However, some 
typical aspects of our family system remain, such as 
low fertility, the progressive postponement of par-
enthood and the delay with which children leave 
their family home.
In Veneto in 2017 there were 2,076,323 resident 
families, almost double the number compared to 

1971 but consid-
erably smaller in 
size: in almost 50 
years the aver-

age number of family members has fallen from 3.6 
to just over 2. In particular, the number of one-per-
son households has increased, especially among 
the elderly, and the number of large families has 
drastically decreased.
Couples with children are declining (-6.4% com-
pared to 2007) but remain the most common type 
of family: 717 thousand in 2017 in Veneto. Here, 
more markedly than in the national average, there 

Families that change

Single numbers rise

Alternative couple 
arrangements

Second families on the rise

People active
later in life
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of Veneto’s population is over 65 years of age, but 
it is estimated that the proportion of older people 
will already have exceeded 30% by 2033. There are 
38,681 people in their 80s, over 2,000 more than 
those born. There are also 1,196 people over the 
age of 100!
The overall ageing of the population is due to the 
combined effect of the increase in life expectancy in 
a context of low birth rates. Life expectancy contin-
ues to grow. In Veneto in 2017 it reached 83.4 years, 
while the Italian average was 82.7 years. Therefore, 
rather than just focusing on individual population 
contingents, we need to pay attention above all to 
generational imbalances: the low birth rate is thin-
ning out the younger generations while the elder-
ly population is becoming increasingly numerous. 

Generational im-
balance leads to 
serious problems 
in social and eco-

nomic sustainability. Thus, the relationship between 
these two trends must be reversed, investing in the 
quality of life of young people and aiming to re-
structure their future.
The problem of the ageing population weighs heav-
ily on the balance of the public pension system, 
which is dependent on the contribution of an active 
population that will become increasingly insufficient 
in the face of the growing number of beneficiaries of 
old-age insurance benefits. By 2017, it was already 
clear how critical it was to maintain a constant lev-
el of working capacity in both the country and in 
our region. In Veneto, the number of potential old-
er workers exceeded the number of young people 
recruited by 43 units. In less than fifteen years, the 
turnover index of employed people in Veneto has 
risen from 97 in 2005, thus highlighting a situation 
in which there were more employed young people 
than those in the 55-64 age group, to the value of 
127 in 2008 and 344 in 2018. Ageing is also linked 
to the recent decade's recession, which has made it 
more difficult for young people to find work, so much 
so that from 2005 to 2018 the employed population 
of Veneto in the age group 15-24 years decreased 
by 33.3%, with a loss of almost 53,600 units, com-
pared, however, with a growth in this age group's 
population of 5.4%. At the same time, changes in 
retirement regulations have led to an increase in the 

number of em-
ployees in the 
55-64 age group, 
which has more 

for a very long time, on average up to the age of 30, 
while in Sweden and in Denmark they leave home 
at just 21 years old. After all, job insecurity and the 
economic crisis have exacerbated uncertainty about 
the future and difficulties in securing an adequate 
salary.
The situation in Veneto does not differ much from 
the national average. In 2017, 504,000 young peo-
ple between 18 and 34 years of age still lived with 

their parents, 
c o n s t i t u t i n g 
about 61%, an 
increase of al-

most 4% compared to 2007.
In comparison to the rest of Europe, Italy holds an-
other demographic record that it would not wish to 
welcome. In addition to being among the lowest 
levels of fertility, Italy is distinguished by having the 
highest proportion of elderly people (22.6% com-
pared to 19.4% in Europe), so much so that, togeth-
er with France, it holds the record for the highest 
number of people over 100 years old. The gener-
ational imbalance in Italy has reached a size such 
that for the first time the number of people born 
has fallen below that of people in their 80s. Vene-
to is following suit and forecasts point to a further 
increase in the ageing population for the next few 
decades. Today, in line with the national level, 22.6% 

Society is living longer  
but demographic bal-
ance is at risk 
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average. Therefore, in terms of both supply and de-
mand, the professions in services and trade are the 
most dynamic, where there are more unemployed 
people but where there is also more demand from 

businesses. 
On the contra-
ry, among the 
workers who are 

difficult for companies to find are those qualified 
in technical professions. This difficulty is partly due 
to the few unemployed people with these skills; for 
every 100 employed in this category there are only 
2 people looking for work. 
In 2017, in Veneto, the total unemployment rate 
for 15-34 year olds was 11.5%, which decreases as 
the level of education of the person increases. It sat 
at 20.5% for those who just had lower secondary 
school qualification, halved for those with a further 
education diploma and was 8.3% for those who had 
completed tertiary education. At the average Italian 
level, the situation has the same trend and the dif-
ferences are even more visible. However, not all ed-
ucational paths are equally sought after by business-
es; some are more preferred than others. In order to 
avoid under-staffing or recruitment difficulties, col-
laboration between industries and the educational 
system is necessary. In fact, schools must be able 
to educate people to suit the market and business-
es must invest in human capital, which becomes a 
factor in their competitiveness. The economic/sta-
tistical and engineering degree groups are the most 
sought after by companies and are also those with 
the most university degrees. However, companies 
are finding it difficult to recruit engineers, especially 
computer engineers, and language graduates, giv-
en the small number of candidates. The direction of 
the market, is therefore evident. On the one hand, 
companies need qualified personnel in the field of 
Information and Communication Technology, on 
the other hand, a greater presence of professionals 
who are able to interact with international markets is 
required, characterised by different languages and 
cultures, sometimes very distant from ours. 

The area in which 
there is a pro-
found gap be-
tween the school 
system and the 

world of work is certainly that of post-graduate edu-
cation and in particular of the PhD, which is not suf-
ficiently valued and is not considered as an "added 
value".

than doubled in recent years. Thus, between 2005 
and 2018, the employment rate of people aged be-

tween 55 and 64 
in Italy rose from 
31.4% to 53.7% 
and in Veneto 

from 27.4% to 55.6%.
It is noted however that in Veneto the pension sys-
tem is more sustainable. For every 100 people em-
ployed there are 61 pensioners, the fourth lowest 
proportion among the Italian regions.
The world of work incorporates various types of bal-
ances: the balance between supply and demand, 
between the educational system and the world of 
work and between pensioners and workers in the 
context of an ageing population. Labour is a market 

where workers 
represent sup-
ply (as they offer 
their work) and 
companies rep-

resent demand (as they ask for workforce). These 
two forces in the field try to find a point of balance 
even if the needs of both are not always able to con-
verge. 
As of 2017, there were about 143,600 unemployed 
people in Veneto, equal to 6.3%. Of these, more 
than half had been previously employed (53%) while 
19% were awaiting their first job. 44% had a fur-
ther education diploma, 13% had a degree, while 
43% had at best a lower secondary school educa-
tion. However, companies did not seem to be able 
to employ this workforce, as only few of the latter 

were recruited 
(28% of the ex-
pected figure).  
The same is true 
for immigrants. 

Among the unemployed, 23% were foreigners, but 
businesses' hired only 16%. The unemployment 
rate, equal to 6.3% in Veneto, rises to 12% among 
immigrants and 9% among those who have not con-
tinued their studies beyond lower secondary school 
qualifications.
Going into detail, one in three unemployed people 
was qualified in services and trade. In particular, 13% 
were a shopkeeper or a person in charge of a cater-
ing company and 7% were a sales person. Out of 
100 people who working in these fields, there were 
about 8 unemployed, compared to an average of 5 
out of 100. However, the average number of months 
spent job seeking was 11 compared to 15 months on 

Balance at work:
entering, leaving, changing

More people unemployed and 
more difficulty finding work for 
foreigners and people with only 
a middle-school education…

...but also more 
recruitment within 
professions involving 
services and trade

Companies are struggling 
to find engineers and 
language graduates

Ten years since the start 
of the recession, the 
labour market has been 
significantly transformed
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poor despite receiving a salary. 
In addition to the characteristics of the work, the 
socio-demographic composition of those employed 
has also changed in this decade. On the whole, the 
aggregate of employed people is, compared to ten 
years before, more "elderly" and more educated, 
although it must be stressed that compared to the 
past, workers today are more often over-qualified10; 
finally, many more women are working (in 2018 the 
female employment rate was 58.2%).
Particularly affected by the crisis are young people, 
while the employment levels of people aged 55-64 
are increasingly high. The emergence of the ageing 
population and of the crisis has highlighted the need 
for political action aimed at promoting even more 
prudent management of pension savings, improv-
ing the long-term sustainability of public finances 
while ensuring the adequacy of benefits and the ex-
pansion of the active population. For this purpose, 
the Lisbon Strategy already set a target of 50% for 
the employment rate of the population aged 55-64 
by 2010. Today in 2018, in Veneto 55.6% of 55-64 
years olds work (in Italy 53.7%) compared to the 
much lower figure of 32.1% in 2008; in just ten years 
this rate has seen a growth of over 23 percentage 
points. 
In this scenario, the current Italian policy on pen-
sions "Quota 100" deserves a small mention. The 
European Commission has been critical of the low-
ering of the retirement age, stating that this would 
entail greater burdens for the State. To this, Claudio 
Durigon MP, Undersecretary of Labour, replied that 
"The resources allocated to quota 100 amount to 
about 22 billion over three years. I understand that 
every time the pension system is tackled the human 
side of people, worn out by work, is not looked at, 
but when looking at the accounts there are bench-
marks to show how sustainable the measure is”.

Business on the road to sustainability
In order to achieve and maintain a harmony be-
tween the social welfare of workers and economic 
prosperity, it is essential that the manufacturing in-
dustry focuses its attention on the local area. Man-
ufacturing choices must be responsible, not only 
with regard to environmental protection, but also 
and above all they must respect and support the 

10 Over-qualified workers, i.e., those with a higher education 
qualification than that required to carry out a given profession. 
Underemployed, instead, denotes a worker with a part-time em-
ployment contract who would like to work more hours and would 
be willing to do so within two weeks.

In the ten years since the beginning of the crisis, the 
labour market has significantly changed. 
In line with the national figures, the economic sit-

uation in Veneto 
is recovering and 
employment in 
recent years has 

grown. This is so much so that in 2018 it recorded a 
rate of 66.6%, even higher than that of 2008. How-
ever, this growth concerns only employment and 
mostly that of precarious employees.
In 2018, there was an increase of 0.8% in the number 
of people employed in Veneto compared to 2017. 
This increase is only due to fixed-term contracts, 
which rose by 10.9% compared to the previous year, 
while " permanent" employees decreased by 1.1%. 
The use of fixed-term contracts is becoming more 
and more regular. The share of total employees under 
these contracts rose from 11.9%  in 2008 to 17% in 
2018.
In ten years, there has also been an increase in part-
time employment and a significant increase in invol-
untary part-time employment. This shows a sign of 
employment distress and is, for all intents and pur-
poses, a mismatch between supply and demand for 
work; employees are employed on a part-time basis, 
not by choice, but for external reasons, mainly due 
to business needs. In Veneto, in 2017, the share of 
involuntary part-time workers in total employment 
was 8.8% compared to 4.2% in 2008. Compared, 
however, to other Italian regions, once again the sit-
uation in Veneto proved to be good: Veneto placed 
second in the regional ranking for the lowest levels 
of underemployment (Trentino Alto Adige ranked 
first with 6.9%, the Italian average stands at 11.4%).
In line with the national trend, in addition to a mis-
match between supply and demand, the increase 
in involuntary part time work was partly due to the 
shift in employment towards sectors of economic 
activity where short-time work is more widely used. 
In 10 years, the Veneto region, against a sharp fall in 
the number of workers in industry, particularly in the 
construction sector (-33%), there was growth in agri-
culture and services of 10.4% and 8.4% respectively.
In this context, the concept of "quality work" is also 
included. In particular, for young people, the down-
ward shift in wages, the "low quality" and "low in-
tensity" types of work that are becoming more and 
more widespread, and the delayed entry into the 

world of work 
can only increase 
their risk of being 

Employment is increasing, but 
there are more and more tempo-
rary and under-employed workers

In ten years more 
working women 
and older employees
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innovation and the renewal of production processes 
and products for better energy efficiency and be-
yond has been confirmed. 
In the period 2014-2016 it is estimated that 52.5% 
of Veneto's industrial and service companies with 
at least 10 employees had introduced innovations, 
presenting a propensity for innovation greater than 
the national figure. Among these, companies that 
introduced product or process innovations invest-

ed a total of €3.4 
billion in innova-
tion. The aver-
age expenditure 

per employee in Veneto is significantly higher than 
in 2014. 
Expenditure on private research and development 
in Veneto was about 1 billion 400 million euros in 
2016 and represented more than 2/3 of total region-
al expenditure. Business investment grew by more 
than 20% compared to the previous year. In 2016, 
the total R&D expenditure carried out in Veneto 
by all sectors amounted to 2 billion euros, equal to 
8.6% of national expenditure. The percentage inci-
dence of R&D expenditure on the regional Gross 
Domestic Product was 1.3%, an increase compared 
to the previous year.
At the end of 2018, there were about 860 innova-
tive start-ups in Veneto, with the region coming in as 
the fourth in Italy where these are concerned. More 
than 65% of innovative start-ups in the Veneto re-
gion operate in the services sector, where software 
production, IT consultancy and research and devel-
opment activities predominate. However, little more 

than 30% oper-
ate in industrial 
sectors and in 
the construction 

industry.
The use of digital technologies at national level and 
in Veneto is continuing to grow, but there remains 
a significant gap compared to other EU countries.
The introduction of 4.0 technologies, favoured also 
by the specific regulations introduced with the In-

dustry 4.0 Plan, 
is not enough on 
its own to start a 
real digital revo-

lution in companies. It should include an integrated 
approach, involving technology, organisation and 
work.
In Veneto, the most widespread technology is the 
Internet of Things (5.8%), followed by horizontal in-

balance and development of the local community, 
integrating shared values and the pursuit of profit 
logic into company strategies.  
This approach is part of the broader concept of cor-
porate social responsibility, which concerns corpo-
rate commitment to effectively managing ethical, 
environmental and social impact issues within the 
company and in society. The approach of compa-
nies must therefore be oriented towards sharing and 
being in line with stakeholders: all forms of reporting 
on the sustainability of their production activities are 
therefore desirable and valuable, in line with target 
12.6 of Agenda 2030 “Encourage companies, espe-
cially large and transnational companies, to adopt 
sustainable practices and to integrate sustainability 
information into their reporting cycle”. 
Currently there are about one hundred organisa-
tions/companies in Veneto whose system of social 
responsibility is certified to the requirements of the 
SA8000 standard, to ensure the ethicalness of its 

production chain 
and its produc-
tion cycle.
The number of 
organisat ions/

companies from Veneto registered in 2017 under 
the European Union's Eco-Management and Audit 
Scheme (EMAS) was 48, slightly down on previous 
years. This certification is one of the tools of trans-

parency on the 
responsibilities 
related to pro-
duction and the 

pressure that it exerts on ecosystems and the conse-
quent commitment by companies in adopting pol-
icies and practices related to proper environmental 
management. Another instrument that lays down 
the principles for correct environmental manage-
ment of the company's production processes is the 
ISO 14001 environmental certification. In Veneto 
there are 1,303 companies and 2,223 production 
sites certified ISO 14001 as of November 2018.
The choice of sustainable production and commit-
ment to transparency must be understood not ex-
clusively as a cost for the company, but above all 
as an investment that guarantees a more solid and 
long-term positioning in the market. Istat gives tes-
timony to the value of sustainable production by es-
timating, at a national level, significant differences 
in productivity for companies with a medium-high 
level of sustainability, with respect to units with no 
sustainability. The potential of investments linked to 

There are around one 
hundred Veneto firms 
with a certified system 
of social responsibility

Transparency: the key 
word in environmental 
management

How to improve? 
Innovation

The number of 
innovative start-ups
in Veneto remains high

Digital culture 
in enterprises
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structure, where the main and more traditional pro-
duction sectors leave room for many tertiary sectors. 
The most significant increases are those reported by 
business services, financial services and social and 
personal services, while a slight decline can be ob-
served for manufacturing, construction, trade and 
agriculture.
Within the manufacturing industry, the most dis-
tressed sectors in 2018 were the wood and furniture 
manufacturing industry, the chemical, rubber and 
plastic industry, the fashion sector and the mechan-
ical engineering sector. The jewellery, sportswear 
and medical equipment industry, which includes 
eyewear production, was the only growing manu-
facturing sector in the year just ended.
The decline of the artisan entrepreneurial base also 
continued in 2018. At the end of the year there 
were 126,741 artisan businesses in Veneto, 29.3% 
of the total number of businesses in Veneto, down 
by 1.4% compared to the previous year. The two 
main sectors for regional artisan entrepreneurship, 
manufacturing and construction, which together ac-

count for more 
than 60% of busi-
ness, have both 
been declining 

(-2.2% and -1.9% respectively compared to the pre-
vious year). The ongoing restructuring of the artisan 
system, which sees sectors in difficulty leaving room 
for "new" sectors in the artisan sphere, is evidence 
of the new opportunities that can arise from com-
bining craftsmanship and technology, in order to 
bring craft together with the culture of management 
and marketing, in a period of transition to a digital 
world. This will provide a new accessibility to quality 
and tailored craft products and services, which will 
join, being both robust and aesthetically-pleasing, 
other goods produced on a large scale.
After all, all over the world, Italians are considered 
the craftsmen of excellence. Made in Italy luxury 
craftsmanship is an economic asset that is particu-
larly sought after abroad, ranging from the fashion 
sector to jewellery, furnishings and food production.
In fact, despite the slowdown in world trade, Vene-
to's exports reached their historical peak. In 2018 
Veneto's exports reached 63.3 billion euros and 
recorded a growth rate (+2.8% on an annual basis) 
almost in line with the national average. 
The main destination markets for Veneto goods are 

those of the EU, 
+4.1% on an an-
nual basis, which 

tegration of data (4.3%), Cybersecurity (3.8%), and 
the Cloud (2.9%); investments in 4.0 technologies are 
mainly attributable to the manufacturing sector. 
Of course, manufacturers are also always looking 
to attract customers and new markets, which today 
are showing an ever-increasing focus on responsi-
ble production. In fact, it is estimated that almost 
three out of four Italians are willing to pay more for 

products consid-
ered sustainable, 
especially if they 
relate to food 
c o n s u m p t i o n . 

New styles of consumption and conscious purchas-
ing choices are leading to a new structure of mar-
keting channels.
In 2018, in Veneto, the number of fixed retail outlets 
afell by 1.5% compared to the previous year, a more 
noticeable decrease than that of the national trend, 
while there were signs of expansion from all forms 
of large-scale retailing. As far as large-scale retail 
sales are concerned, Veneto is the region with the 

highest growth in 
the North (+6.0% 
in the last year, 
+20.4% in the 

last ten years).
Internet retail businesses registered with the Veneto 
Chambers of Commerce at the end of 2018 have 
more than tripled in 10 years, with an average an-
nual increase of 23.2%. In 2018, in Veneto, 36 on-
line purchases were made for every 100 inhabitants, 
with an upward trend in purchases compared to the 
previous year.

In this context, 
the trend of 
bankruptcies in 
Veneto contin-

ued to demonstrate strong signs of improvement 
for the regional productive fabric; business bank-
ruptcies in 2018 decreased by 13% compared to the 
previous year.
As of the 31st of December 2018, there were 
432,970 active companies in the Veneto production 

system, repre-
senting 8.4% of 
the Italian entre-
preneurial base. 

The number of companies active in the Veneto re-
gion was slightly down on the previous year; the 
long-term process of sectoral reorganisation of the 
Veneto production system led to a new production 

New habits are 
changing marketing 
channels 

Traditional shops are 
struggling, while large-
scale retail is growing

E-commerce companies
tripled in ten years

Strong tertiary sector 
momentum continues 
and bankruptcies fall

For the craft sector it 
is fundamental to seize 
new opportunities

New record for 
Veneto exports 
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national trade. The high propensity for exports11, 
38.1% of regional wealth, makes Veneto one of the 
regions most open to international markets in Italy. 
In the last decade, exports have been a fundamen-
tal component of our aggregate demand during a 
period of weak household consumption and invest-
ment, and foreign demand has been decisive for the 

balance of our 
economic system 
and for support-
ing employment.

The balance between accounts and sus-
tainable economic growth
The 2018 Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences was 
awarded to US economists William D. Nordhaus12 
and Paul M. Romer13, for having integrated climate 
change and technological innovations into long-
term macroeconomic analysis. Their work has al-
lowed us to develop methods and theoretical tools 
to respond to a question becoming more and more 
relevant: how to promote economic growth that is 
at the same time, both durable and sustainable.
Nordhaus, in the 90s, was the first person to de-
velop quantitative models that describe the glob-
al interaction between the economy and climate; 
Paul Romer instead has shown that knowledge and 
innovation are the drivers of long-term economic 
growth.
Both, analysing the transition phases of human his-
tory and highlighting the benefits and risks of capi-
talism, have studied models, in search of a balance 
between economic growth and social welfare.
We cannot talk about balance, in a broad sense, 
when revisiting the salient facts that shaped 2018: 
the tariff wars between the United States and Chi-
na, the meeting between American President Don-
ald Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong-un 
following months of threats of nuclear war, the new 
American sanctions against Iran, the growth of debt 
in emerging and developing countries, the collapse 
of the price of oil, the management of the Brexit 
process, the tensions between Italy and the EU, the 
demonstrations of the yellow vests in France, the re-
turn of terrorism in Europe with the shooting at the 
Strasbourg Christmas markets, as well as the crises 
of Turkey, Argentina, Venezuela, and so on.
If, therefore, the global economic situation ap-

11 Determined by the relationship between exports and wealth 
produced by a region.
12 Yale University.
13 NYU Stern School of Business, New York.

is responsible for more than 60% of the total value 
of Veneto products exported. The German market 
remains the top export destination for  Veneto, a 
market that accounts for 13% of all regional ex-
ports. Sales of Veneto products to the French mar-
ket reached 6.5 billion euros, the highest increase 
in terms of value of exported goods (+460 million 
euros compared to 2017). Veneto exports also 
achieved good results in Spain (+7.6%), the Nether-
lands (+6.9%) and the Czech Republic (+7%).
The value of trade with non-EU markets, on the 
other hand, was almost stationary, with growth of 
less than 1%. Among the markets outside of the EU, 
the best performance was achieved in North Amer-
ica, which was strong in the mechanical, electrical 
equipment, furniture and metalworking sectors. 
Instrumental mechanics, the leading sector in re-
gional exports, with almost 13 billion euros in 2018, 
was able to maintain a competitive advantage that 
allowed it to achieve a significant rate of growth in 
foreign sales also in 2018 (+6%). The positive trend 
in mechanics was also driving sales of metallurgical 
products.
The fashion sector remained the second largest 
export sector in Veneto and is one of the flagships 

of the regional 
productive fab-
ric, thanks to its 
ability to com-

bine industry and craftsmanship. Foreign turnover 
is growing, amounting to 10.6 billion euros in 2018 
(+1.5%). 
Another sector has been doing well and reacting to 
the challenges posed by increasingly fierce interna-
tional competition is that of wood-furniture, which 
increased its foreign sales by +3%, maintaining the 
positive trend of recent years and remaining fo-
cused on EU markets. 
With the results achieved in recent years, the ag-
ricultural food sector continues to be one of the 
leading sectors of regional export. 2018 was not a 
brilliant year (+0.4%) and the sector was more im-
pacted than others by a market scenario that was 
not favourable to international trade and by the 
slowdown in consumption in some of the main ref-
erence markets. This result is due to the significant 
drop in sales in Germany, the reference market for 
companies in the sector. As for France, the number 
of agricultural food exports to its market were pos-
itive. 
Foreign trade for Veneto companies was also main-
tained due their high level of openness to inter-

Machinery and metals 
drive regional exports

High propensity for 
export of the Veneto 
business fabric
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the two previous quarters. The level of GDP in the 
first quarter of 2019 is almost unchanged from that 
of the beginning of 2018. According to Istat's pre-
liminary estimate, in the first quarter of 2019, Italian 

GDP recorded 
an economic in-
crease of 0.2% 
and +0.1% com-

pared to the same quarter in 2018. 
Decree Law 4/2019 introduced two measures of fis-
cal expansion: "Quota 100" and "Citizen’s Income". 
The " Citizen's Income", in substitution of the previ-
ous Income of Inclusion, is considered an interven-
tion for social inclusion and the fight against poverty 
aimed at supporting distressed families, through the 
occupational and social reintegration of people at 
risk of marginalization. For households consisting 
exclusively of one or more persons aged 67 years or 
more, the measure is referred to as a "Citizens' Pen-

sion". The full 
implementation 
of the measure 
should contrib-

ute to fighting poverty, inequality and social exclu-
sion and generate a significant decrease in the rate 
of non-participation in the labour market. Although 
it should be noted that the number of beneficiar-
ies of the Citizens' Income does not correspond to 
the total number of those in poverty15, in Italy the 
number of applications submitted on the 30th April 
2019, in the space of two months, was 1,016,977, 
between those submitted on-line on the dedicat-
ed government website and those submitted to 
the Post Office or to the CAF tax assistance cen-
tres. 60% were submitted by people between 40-67 
years old, 22% between 25 and 40 years old, while 
15% of the applications were from over 67 years old 
and therefore regarded the Citizens’ Pension. 
In Veneto, 35,501 applications were submitted, rep-
resenting 3.5% of the total number of applications 
submitted throughout Italy. At the provincial level, 
60% of the applications came from the three ma-
jor provinces, Padua, Verona and Venice, each with 
about 20% of the total regional applications, fol-
lowed by Vicenza, Treviso (15% each) and Rovigo 
(7%). Belluno was at the back of the line, with just 
3.7% of applications.

15 The values used as a reference for defining the eligibility re-
quirements and the amount of the Citizen's Income benefit do not 
refer to the absolute poverty thresholds but derive from the rela-
tive poverty risk threshold, set at 60% of the median distribution 
of comparable disposable household income.

peared to have been boosted by a cyclical recov-
ery that began in mid-2016, intensified in 2017 
and spiked in 2018 due to the good prospects of 
sustained growth and widely profitable financial 
markets, from mid-2018 the world economy would 
face the issue of political risk; a source of systemic 
uncertainty that could affect the choices of interna-
tional investors, move markets and lower the rate of 
global growth. World growth for 2018 is estimated 
at +3.6%, should position itself at +3.3% in 2019 
and at +3.6% in 2020.
In 2018, the European economy proves to be very 
fragile in the face of the worsening international 
economic situation. Production activity weakened 
significantly across the Eurozone in the second half 
of 2018 as a result of the slowdown in world trade 
growth, in a climate where confidence was under-
mined by uncertainty and output in some Member 
States was negatively affected by temporary do-
mestic factors such as disruptions in car production, 
social tensions and fiscal policy uncertainties. As 
a result, the growth of Gross Domestic Product in 
both the Eurozone and the EU slipped to 1.9 % in 
2018, a decrease compared to the 2.4% of 2017.
The economic momentum at the beginning of this 
year has slowed down, although the fundamentals 
remain solid. Economic growth will continue, but 
will be more moderate. According to the forecasts, 
the GDP of the Eurozone is expected to grow by 
1.2% in 2019 and 1.5% in 2020. As far as the entire 
European Union is concerned, it is expected that 
there will be a 1.4% increase in 2019 and a 1.7% 
increase in 2020.
In Italy, economic growth continued for the fifth con-
secutive year in 2018, but slowed down compared 
to 2017. The relatively dynamic growth phase, by 

the standards of 
the Italian econo-
my, which began 
in mid-2016, be-

gan to lose momentum in the second quarter of last 
year; three quarters have therefore passed since the 
start of the setback and, on the basis of available 
economic indicators, even the beginning of 2019 
does not promise better results.
In 2018, GDP at market prices was €1,756,982 mil-
lion, an increase of 0.9% in real terms14 (in 2017, 
growth was +1.7%). At the beginning of 2019, the 
Italian economy showed a moderate recovery that 
interrupted the weak decline in activity recorded in 

14 Any changes from one or more years prior are reported in real 
terms to take inflation into account.

The EMU suffers 
the decline of the 
international framework

Italian growth 
is positive, but 
slowing down

Budgetary measures 
are expansionary 
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mance of services, +0.7%.
The analysis of Veneto's economic growth and its 
breakdown into components that identify contribu-
tions to development of different origins show that 
Veneto is highly competitive.16. 
From a first glance at the available data we can con-
clude that Veneto has been one of the driving re-
gions for the national economy for the last 10 years, 
together with the autonomous provinces of Bolzano 

and Trento, Lom-
bardy and Emilia 
Romagna in first 
place. However, 

the territorial peculiarities may hide differences in 
the dynamics of growth.  
In our region there is a high concentration of spe-
cialist production in the manufacturing sector, which 
has recorded lower growth than the service sec-
tors, with the latter having been the main engine 
of growth in recent years at the national level. The 
contribution to economic growth made possible by 
the structural composition of the Veneto production 
system is therefore less pressing than the national 
trend.  
When breaking down its overall structure, Veneto's 
real stand-out contribution appears to originate from 
the local component, i.e., the autonomous growth 
capacity of the area, given by a series of factors that 
are difficult to identify and measure. These factors 
concern characteristics of the territory linked to the 
technological, infrastructural and logistical sphere, 
to the depth of management culture in companies, 
to peculiarities concerning the productivity of the 
labour forces of the area, or, in other words, simply 
the dynamism and competitive strength of the peo-
ple of Veneto.
Knowledge of the specific features and socio-eco-
nomic trends of the area favours the identification of 
strategies and policies for sustainable development 
that can be adapted to diverse regional features, as 
if they were tailor-made.
Aiming for economic sustainability means working 
towards durable and balanced growth, through a 
conscious and correct use of resources. 

Tourism is 
competitive 
and balanced 
when it is 

16 See Chapter 1 for some methodological notes on shift&share 
analysis.

The research institute Prometeia estimates that the 
two measures, Citizen's Income and Quota 100, 
could lead to an increase in households' disposable 
income of 0.4%, with a net expansive effect on GDP 
estimated at 0. 1%. This effect would come as result 
of the reallocation of resources to households at the 
expense of financial companies, assuming that the 
propensity to spend of the former is high and higher 
than that of the latter. It is assumed that the increase 
in households' disposable income will be around 1% 
in the years 2020-2021. All of this is based on the 
assumption that the effectiveness of the measures 
is in line with that estimated by the government in 
terms of adherence and implementation. For 2020, 
the forecast is rather uncertain as the refinancing of 
the measures is currently dependent on an increase 
in VAT rates; to avoid recessionary effects, alterna-
tive forms of financing will have to be found.

Veneto’s economy
The 2017 regional accounting data, released by Istat 
in December 2018, show that Veneto was one of the 
driving regions of the entire national economy.
With a current turnover of 162,505.4 million euros, 
Veneto remains the third region in Italy for wealth 
generation, after Lombardy and Lazio. 9.4% of the 
national Gross Domestic Product is produced in 
Veneto. In 2017 Veneto recorded growth by +2.3%, 
well above the +1.6% forecast of a year ago and the 
+1.6% national average.
The GDP per inhabitant of Veneto in 2017 was 
33,122 euros at current values, 16% higher than the 
national figure. For 2018, GDP per capita was esti-
mated at 33,776 euros at current levels.
When comparing the economies of European re-
gions, a great deal of heterogeneity emerges, but 
Veneto is in a position above the general average.
Veneto's GDP was estimated to have grown by 

1.1% in 2018, a 
rate above the 
national average. 
Domestic de-

mand increased by 1.4%, more due to the rise in in-
vestments, +4.3%, than due to the rise in household 
consumption, +0.8%.
The result for 2018 is attributable to the good per-
formance of Veneto industry, which recorded an in-
crease in added value of 2.3%, the recovery of the 

construction sec-
tor, +2.3% and 
the positive but 
subdued perfor-

Veneto is ranked third 
for the production of 
wealth

Veneto is in a good po-
sition among its 
European competitors

Competitive strength is the most 
advantageous feature of Veneto

Strategies for sustainable 
development, tailored to 
the specific features
of the territory
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itants staying every night of the year, reaching 366 
in the historic centre, which rises to 450 in July.
However, social impact is also measured by the sup-
ply of employment in the sector. In 2017 in Veneto 
there were about 112,400 employed people in the 
core tourism sectors (hotels, accommodation facili-
ties, restaurants, travel agencies, tour operators, air 
and sea transport of passengers), i.e., sectors with 
activities mainly aimed at attracting and satisfying 
the needs expressed by tourists in the destination 
of reference, in order to achieve an economic return 

in terms of profit.
The number of 
employees rises 
to 190,000 if we 

also consider the activities closely linked to tourism 
(rental management, museums and other entertain-
ment facilities, transport and bars), i.e., activities 
closely linked to tourism, whose recipients, howev-
er, cannot be defined as 100% tourists as the servic-
es are also used by residents. 
Work in the tourism sector is more balanced from 
a gender perspective: 52 out of 100 of people em-
ployed are males and 48 females, compared to an 
average ratio of 57 men and 43 women out of the 
total employed population. The tourism sector is 
notable for having a greater presence of workers of 
a younger age, under 35, and jobs which are less 
permanent than the average; there are more fixed-
term contracts and more part-time jobs. However, 
the aspect that most distinguishes work in the tour-
ism world is the typical working schedule. The needs 
of tourists in fact require a continuous presence of 
staff throughout the whole day and week. Thus, if 
the percentage of the average employed citizens 
of Veneto who have worked in the evening does 
not exceed 22%, for those employed in tourism it 
exceeds 71% and then the percentage of people 
who have worked at night reaches 40%. The work 
then continues over the weekend; 88% have worked 
at least one Saturday in the last month and 82% at 
least one Sunday.
But sustainability also means reducing the seasonal 
effect of that in question. The high concentration in 
the summer months does not only affect revenue. 
A more evenly distributed flow throughout the year 
would lead to better use of existing infrastructure 
and more stable staffing. 
The cities of art are historically the type of destina-
tion with the best distribution of flows throughout 

the year. On the 
contrary, seaside 

sustainable
Tourism is undoubtedly an important economic 
resource for  Veneto, but what is its impact on the 
area? 
There are strong concerns about the sustainability of 
tourism in Europe. In 2006, the European Commis-
sion already adopted a renewed sector policy, with 
the main objective of contributing to "improving the 
competitiveness of the European tourism industry 
and creating more and better jobs through the sus-
tainable growth of tourism in Europe and globally".  
And now the contribution that tourism can make to 
sustainable development is recognised in Agenda 
2030, where it is proposed to develop sustainable 
tourism that "creates jobs and promotes local cul-
ture and products" through the implementation of 
policies and the application of targeted measures.
The commitment is to promote responsible and 
quality tourism in order to achieve three key ob-
jectives: economic prosperity, economic and social 
cohesion, and environmental protection. These 
aspects, in the long term, are connected in an un-
breakable link, a balance between economic de-
velopment and protection of destinations, to be 
achieved through integrated political strategies.
Knowing the impact of tourism on the area and 
the population at different times of the year is es-
sential in order to establish strategies to avoid the 
saturation of certain services and situations of over-
crowding, in order to ensure both the satisfaction 
of tourists and the quality of life of the inhabitants. 
Veneto is particularly interested in this matter be-
cause of the number of tourists it hosts every year. In 
2018 it welcomed over 19.5 million tourists (+2.2% 

compared to the 
previous year) 
for a total of 69.2 
million overnight 
stays (+0.2%). If 

we compare the number of visitors to the resident 
population, in Veneto on average 39 tourists per 
thousand inhabitants are counted every night. This 
is an average among very different regional and 
temporal situations. The impact of tourism on the 
population is more intense in lake areas (402 tourists 
per thousand inhabitants, with a strong peak in Au-
gust when there are more tourists than inhabitants) 
and in the seaside areas (352 which becomes 1,222 
in August). In the cities of art, and in particular in 
the capital cities, tourist inflows are more distribut-
ed throughout the year, with Venice at the forefront 
with an average of 127 tourists per thousand inhab-

Number of tourists per 
thousand inhabitants

Working in 
the tourism sector

High or Low Season?
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In balance with the environment
There is a delicate balance between tourism, res-
ident population, natural environment, identity 
and cultural traditions, which can be disturbed by 
mass tourism and traffic, if attention is not paid to 
the quality of development and the consequences 
of any environmental and social deterioration. Ex-
cessive tourism could cause environmental damage 
in ecologically sensitive areas, high consumption of 
natural resources, increased pollution, deterioration 
of cultural heritage, and may contribute to the sup-
pressing of culture, the loss of local traditions and 
serious socio-economic imbalances. On the other 
hand, the scarcity of tourism can lead to the impov-
erishment of an area and the reduction of financial 
resources and interest in improving it and preserv-
ing its environmental and cultural heritage.
However, most macroscopic effects are generated 
by the production activities and related mobility, not 
by tourism. In the "sustainable" model, consistent 
with the goals of Agenda 2030, the environmental, 
economic and social dimensions must be balanced 
and the need for the movement of people and 
goods must be balanced with the need to limit their 
negative impacts.
The Audimob sample survey on the mobility of 

people has re-
corded a mod-
erate increase 
in attention to 

sustainability in recent years.In the Veneto region, 
as at national level, there has been a decrease in 
the use of motorised vehicles, which however re-
main the most widely used, in favour of "foot/bicy-
cle" means of transport. Moreover, the protection 
of the environment and health makes interventions 
such as restrictions on vehicular access to cities, the 
promotion of public transport, that is, shared, de-
mand-based and sustainable mobility services, im-
perative.

The situation in 
which the cities 
of the Po Valley 
find themselves 

is unfortunately critical. In the 2018 ranking of Le-
gambiente, among the first twenty-five cities that 
exceeded at least one of the daily limits for PM10 or 
the Ozone, there were six of the seven from Veneto 
(with the exception of Belluno).
As is well known, the contributions of the emission 
sectors to pollution can vary considerably at the 
municipal level and depending on the weather and 

resorts shows, by their nature, the strongest sea-
sonality. For the other types of destination, over the 
years there has been a slight improvement. Up to 
2018 there has been a more equal distribution of 
flows between the months of the year than in the 
past, both for the lake and mountain areas and also 
for spa areas.
Wine and food, the pride of Veneto's tourist offer-
ing, with its extraordinary ability to attract tourist 
inflows, is a real asset to the country's economy, 
thanks to a transversality that brings benefits to all 
those who are part of the supply chain of the sector 
and encourages a more equal distribution of tour-
ists throughout the year. The daily expenditure of 
tourists on wine and food is the highest, equal to 
about €177.

Among the is-
sues to be ad-
dressed in the 
pursuit of sus-

tainable tourism, the European Commission has al-
ways included making the tourism experience avail-
able to all, without discrimination. Regione Veneto 
has set itself the objective of making all the cultural, 
artistic, scenic and environmental assets of the re-
gion accessible to all, in the knowledge that a move 
towards inclusiveness means working towards an 
overall improvement in the tourism industry. 

A figure which is 
still provisional 
and partial indi-
cates that there 

are 711 hotels in Veneto accessible to people with 
reduced or impaired motor or sensory capacity, 
equal to 23.9% of those in the region. 
In the cultural field, it should be noted that attention 
to the needs of the disabled is evident in about 41% 
of the museums in Veneto through easy access with 
guides or facilities such as ramps, equipped bath-
rooms, elevators, etc.  24% of the institutes provide 
visit support through appropriate materials and in-
formation support, such as tactile routes, catalogues 
or explanatory panels in Braille, etc.

Wine and food tourism  
creates balance

An experience for all?

How people  
move around 

The air we breathe
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banised configuration of central Veneto favours the 
use of private vehicles and increases road traffic. 
This territory, in fact, characterised by urban sprawl, 
is one of the areas with the greatest dispersion of 
settlement in Italy, with 95 municipalities with an ur-
ban area of more than 25%.
Padua, Verona, Treviso, Vicenza and Venice are 
among the top twenty18 Italian provinces for the 
number of commutes, 300/350 thousand each, with 
a significant impact on intra and extra-municipal 
traffic, since the car is the most used vehicle.
Other aspects of mobility help to define the situ-

ation. Among 
these, there has 
been a rise in 
the number of 

people who travel daily, following a few years of de-
cline: from 2012 to 2017, in Italy it went from 75.1% 
to 88.5%, in Veneto from 78% to 90.5%; the per-
centage of travel for work/study and family/person-
al affairs is falling, in favour of travel for purposes 
leisure/entertainment; changes that can affect the 
hourly flows of traffic.
A long-term analysis of the trend of road accidents 

has revealed a 
slow but persis-
tent increase in 
the number of 

accidents, even outside peak hours on weekdays; 
evidence that can, in part, be traced back to the va-
riety of driving patterns found by Audimob.
Traffic is affected, to varying degrees, by infrastruc-
ture provisions, sustainable mobility services and 

policies to en-
courage the use 
of public trans-
port. In Veneto 

these are present to varying degrees; their effective-
ness is proportional to their frequency. 
The tramway infrastructure network in Veneto is 
present in Padua and Venice, respectively the third 
and tenth cities in Italy per km of network. 
The presence of traffic lights, correlated to the level 
of urbanisation of an area, can help the flow of traf-

fic if they have 
"smart" systems; 
only in Vicenza 
and Venice are 

there "traffic pre-emption systems", which are ac-
tivated for the priority passage of public transport 

18 Il percorso casa-lavoro, Analisi dei dati sulla mobilità del censi-
mento 2011, 2019 Alberto Sbrogiò.

climate conditions. As regards PM10, for example, 
road transport in Verona accounts for 35.3%, fol-
lowed by heating systems (32.6%); in Venice it ac-
counts for 12.5%, while inland waterways and mari-
time activities account for 46.5%.17.

The high average 
age of the cars 
on the road and 
traffic congestion 

make the situation more critical: Italy has one of the 
highest motorisation rates in Europe, 636 cars per 
thousand inhabitants, with 633 in Veneto.
Verona and Padua, respectively with 74 and 73 

hours spent in in 
traffic per year, 
are among the 
top twenty Italian 

cities with less than 800,000 inhabitants with more 
congestion than the Italian average. The heavily ur-

17 INEMAR (INventario di EMissioni in ARea) is a data-
base of emissions into the shared atmosphere within the 
framework of an agreement between Lombardy, Pied-
mont, Emilia Romagna, Veneto, Friuli Venezia Giulia, Puglia 
and the Autonomous Provinces of Trento and Bolzano. 

Cars, traffic
and urban sprawl

74 hours a year in 
traffic in Verona and 73 
in Padua

Superficie % occupata
fino al 2%
dal 2% al 5%
dal 5% al 12%
oltre il 12%

Fig. 6  - Percentage of urbanised territory by 
municipality. 2011

Source: Processing of Istat data by the Regione Veneto Sta-
tistical Office

Mobility is changing

Infrastructure 
and services for 
sustainable mobility

In Veneto, 31% of 
daily travel 
is for work and study

Padua is ranked third 
in Italy with 10.5 km of 
tramways
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2016.
Regional and 
local rail servic-
es record an in-
crease of 1.25 
million passen-

gers.
With regard to road transport services, for an essen-
tially equivalent quantity of services offered, there 
was an increase in demand met in urban areas and a 
slight decrease in suburban areas (-2.1%).
The results for tramway services are clearly positive: 
passengers in Padua and Venice total 25.4 million in 
2017, up 2.5% on 2016 and four times as many as in 
2010. As a result of the reduction in the overall use 
of road transport in urban areas, traffic congestion 
and pollutant emissions have reduced.
Water travel on the Venice Lagoon increases con-
tinuously, with particularly significant annual growth 
rates: from 2016 to 2017 there was an increase in 
passengers of 4.28%; the total number is 145.07 
million, of which 68.2% are subscription holders.
The fleet of local public transport vehicles is older 
than the European average, about 13.5 years versus 
7 years. In this regard, there is the important com-
mitment of the Veneto Region in co-financing the 
purchase of the latest generation of buses by public 
transport service providers; these are low-emission 
vehicles even with alternative fuel, an important 
step on the road to converting the vehicle fleet for 
greater environmental sustainability. 
The impact of polluting emissions from transport is 
considerable, as these then contribute to climate 
change and global warming. Scientists at the UN 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
estimate that in order to reduce in part the dramat-
ic consequences of climate change on the environ-
ment, global warming must be limited to no more 
than +1.5°C compared to pre-industrial levels and, 
to do so, global greenhouse gas emissions must be 
reduced by 40% by 2030 compared to 1990 levels. 
The energy sector will play a very important role in 
this process, offering a twofold contribution to the 
reduction of carbon dioxide emissions: on the one 
hand, through the reduction of energy consumption 
and, on the other hand, through the increasing use 
of renewable and clean sources for energy produc-
tion. Overall, it will be a question of rebuilding a 
new balance that enables the continuous develop-
ment of collective well-being but is at the same time 
sustainable both environmentally and in terms of 
consumption of the planet's finite resources, at least 

vehicles. The commercial speed of buses19 is also a 
decisive factor for the competitiveness of LPT and is 
an indirect indicator of the degree of congestion in 
cities. The Italian average is 19.4 km/h, Padua has 
the lowest in Veneto with 14.6 km/h; the highest is 
in Rovigo, 25 km/h.
Further measures to encourage the use of public 
transport are the 30 Zones and Limited Traffic Zones 
(ZTL), aimed at reducing traffic and air and noise pol-
lution. They are found in all the provincial capitals 
of Veneto, with the exception of 30 Zone in Rovigo 
and Padua. Infomobility services, such as variable 
message signs, are available in all the Veneto pro-
vincial capitals except Belluno. Electronic parking 
payment systems are not available in Belluno and 
Rovigo. Only Verona has a road and traffic warning 
service via text message. Car sharing is active in Ve-
rona, Padua and Venice, as is bike sharing, which 
is also operational in Treviso. Rovigo and Belluno 
are below the average of Italian provincial capitals 
for cycle paths - 21.1 km every 100 km - while all 
the other cities are above. According to Motus-E20, 
Padua has a good offer of alternative mobility, with 
almost 182 km of cycle paths, in terms of the pro-
portion of journeys made using public transport and 
sharing mobility,. Treviso and Venice are well placed 
with regard to the use of bicycles, walking and all 
forms of electric transport; with respect to the adop-
tion and implementation of Urban Mobility Plans - 
UMPs, Sustainable Urban Mobility Plans - SUMPs21 
and others, Low Emission Zones, ZTLs or toll zones, 
all the Veneto provincial capitals are between 1 and 
2, where the maximum is 5 instruments adopted.
The Metropolitan City of Venice, as part of prepa-
ration of the  SUMP, has the additional objective of 
developing and defining integrated plans, such as 
a freight logistics plan, a cycle path network plan 
and a catchment area plan for local public transport 
services.
In 2017, travel by local public transport continues 
to grow. 
Passengers, for all modes of transport, amounted to 
464.38 million, an increase of 1.57% compared to 

19 Average value, in km/h, determined on the basis of the public 
service timetable of the LPT lines. It is the ratio between the ex-
pected travel times and the length of the routes served.
20 MOTUS-E is an Italian association made up of industrial op-
erators, academics and members of environmental and opinion 
associations.
21 Strategic planning tool with a medium-long horizon (10 years), 
provided for by the Decree of 4 August 2017; the SUMPs must 
be adopted by all Metropolitan Cities, wide-reaching authorities 
and individual and aggregated Municipal Authorities serving more 
than 100,000 people.

Renewal of Veneto 
LPT: greener transport 
and more travel on 
public transport
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available data reaches 2015, however, we can ob-
serve some changes since 2008 and, in particular, 
the fact that primary production has more than 
doubled, from 0.7 to over 1.5 MTOE thanks to the 
strong development of renewable sources, which 
increased from 0.7 to 1.4 MTOE. However, there is 
still a deficit, given that primary production covers 
just 13.9% of regional final consumption; however, 
there has been an improvement compared to 2008, 
when production covered just 6.2% of consumption.
In terms of consumption, positive data is observed 
for Italy in terms of energy intensity, the indicator 
that shows the energy efficiency of a country, which 
is measured in tons of oil equivalent (TOE) needed 
to produce 1 million euro (M€) of wealth: from 2006 
to 2016 it fell from 113.2 to 98.5 TOE/M€, a value 
that put Italy in sixth place in Europe behind Ireland, 
Denmark, Malta, Luxembourg and the United King-
dom. 
As far as the electricity subsector is concerned, pro-
duction in Veneto in the period 2008-2017 shows an 
immediate drop, with the lowest historical value in 
2011 and a subsequent recovery until 2015, aided 
by the strong development of renewable resources. 
In the past two years, on the other hand, there was a 
further decline, which in 2017 led to a production of 
just over 15,500 GWh. Consumption, on the other 
hand, was variable until 2015, followed by continu-
ous growth in the following two years, which in 2017 
brought it back above 30,000GWh for the first time 
since 2008. Overall, in the Veneto region, renewa-
ble energy sources accounted for more than 42% of 
all regional electricity production in 2017.

with regard to those that have been most exploited 
so far, namely fossil fuels. 
As early as the Directive 2009/28/EC of the Europe-
an Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 2009, 
the EU had set targets for improving energy effi-
ciency and increasing the use of renewable sourc-
es, to be achieved by 2020: for the former, it meant 
increasing energy efficiency by 20% compared to 
1990; for the latter, the goal was to cover 20% of 
gross final consumption through the use of renew-
able sources.
With Agenda 2030, the European Commission set 
out its plan for implementing the climate and en-
ergy goals, in particular in its three key objectives: 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions by at least 40% 
compared to 1990, achieving a share of energy con-
sumption covered by renewable sources of at least 
27% and improving energy efficiency by at least 
27%. This package is, in fact, a continuation of the 
previous "2020" package. 
The trend of the indicator for the development of re-
newable sources is certainly positive both in Europe 
and in Italy. In 2016, the most recent data available  
for the EU28 as a whole, coverage in the European 
Union reached 17%, an upward trend, although not 
yet sufficient to reach the 20% set for 2020.
In Italy, the situation seems more positive, given 
that as early as 2014 it had reached 17.1%, further 
increasing in subsequent years, reaching 17.4% in 
2016 and even 18.3% in 2017, exceeding its target 
of 17% in advance.
The situation also appears positive in Veneto, since 
the regional objective of 10.3% was already well ex-
ceeded in 2016, the last available year of monitor-
ing data, with 17.6%.
With regard to primary production22, we can see 
that this has gradually decreased in Europe (EU28) 
in the period 2008-2017, falling from 862 million to 
758 million TOE. In Italy, the trend has gone through 
alternating phases, but has increased on average, 

rising from 32.9 
million TOE in 
2008 to 36.7 mil-
lion TOE in 2017.
In Veneto the 

22 Primary energy production occurs when natural resources are 
exploited, for example, in coal mines, oil fields, hydroelectric 
plants or in the production of biofuels. The production of electricity 
from renewable sources such as sun and wind is also included 

in the primary produc-
tion of energy. From 
the ENEA glossary.

Italy in 2017 already 
reached 18.3% energy 
produced from 
renewable sources…

... and Veneto 
17.6% in 2016!



STATISTICAL REPORT 2019

23

"What is genius but balance on the edge of the impossible?"
Norman Mailer

The analysis in this year's Statistical Report can help to provide strategic information on a 
perpetually changing situation so that a strategy can be devised to reconcile conflicting needs 
with sustainable synthesis, dynamic development, respectful of differences and effective in 
results.
The intention is also to stimulate widespread reflection, from an organic and unitary perspective 
that involves all aspects of everyday life in our regional community. 

“Some vices miss what is right because they are deficient, others because they are excessive, 
in feelings or in actions, while virtue finds and chooses the mean."

Aristotle


