
UNDERSTANDING VENETO IN FIGURES AND DIAGRAMS

n 2016, there were 10,5 million agricultural holdings within Europe, 
accounting for a total of 173 million hectares allocated to agricultural 
production. Italy is one of the European countries with the highest 
number of agricultural holdings and represents 11% of the total, in third 
place behind Romania, where one third of the UE holdings are located, 
and Poland (13.5%).
The distribution by size class of Utilised Agricultural Area (UAA) of agricultural holdings and of the cultivated 

surface in Italy reflects that of the EU: for Italy over two-thirds 
of holdings have less than 10 hectares, while more than half 
of the UAA is concentrated in holdings with more than 30 
hectares of cultivated land.
Also, the variation compared to 11 years ago in Italy reflects 

that of the EU: the number of holdings fell by 34%, the UAA only by 1%, thus increasing the average size of 
agricultural holdings  from 7.4 hectares per holding in  2005, to 10 ha in 2016. The most significant loss is that 
of smaller farms, in particular those with a UAA less than 5 ha, whereas starting from a utilised area of 20 ha, a 
significant increase is noted; the largest holdings (over 100 hectares) are more numerous, with an increase of 
30%.

Source: Processing of data from Eurostat by the Statistics Office of Regione Veneto
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ALSO AVAILABLE:
- Socio-economic bulletin January 2019
- Pensions and pensioners - Year 2016
- International trade - Final data for 2017 and provisional data for the 3rd quarter of 2018

Agricultural holdings - Year 2016
Distribution % of holdings and UAA per size class. 
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We have seen that Romania is the country in which the highest number of agricultural holdings in Europe, with 
3.4 million holdings; however, the largest and most profitable ones are not Romanian.
The regions with the largest average UAA are located in Czech Republic, Slovakia, Germany, in the North of 
France and the United Kingdom, where agricultural holdings are specialised in cattle rearing or arable crops 
that require larger average areas.
Considering the economic size of holdings, the average European Standard Output1 (SO) is near 35 thousand 
euros per year per holding, but with very different situations from one Member State to another: the 

highest average profitability is concentrated where the holding 
specialisations guarantee best profits, as in the regions of the 
Netherlands, specialised in fruit, vegetables and flowers, both 
in greenhouse and in the open air, (over 400 thousand euros 
per holding), of France, Denmark and Germany, specialised 
in dairy cattle or pigs with an average profitability over 200 

thousand euros.The Standard Output per hectare measures the profitability of  land and, if the European 
average amounts to 2,100 euros, in Italy this value is practically double thanks to the performance of  Veneto, 
Lombardy and Liguria, where we can find some of the most profitable agricultural activities (i.e., rearing of 
poultry, dairy cattle).

EUROPEAN AND 
ITALIAN REGIONS

AVERAGE DIMENSION AND PROFITABILITY

Source: Processing of data from Eurostat by the Statistics Office of Regione Veneto

Average Utilised Agricultural Area per agricultural 
holding Year 2016

Average Standard Output per holding Year 2016

Standard Output medio per ettaro di SAU
Anno 2016

1 1 The Standard Output is a measure of the economic size of the holding and shall be obtained by multiplying each hectare or each headage by 
a standard coefficient that varies depending on the holding specialisation and region of origin

Average UAA (hectares)
62 - 275
35 - 62
11 - 35

0 - 11

Average SO per holding (euros) 
162,000 - 681,000

74,000 - 162,000
22,000 - 74,000

0 - 22,000

Average SO per hectare (euros)

5,000  - 28,100
2,000  - 5,000
1,300  - 2,000

0  - 1,300
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In Veneto, in 2016, there were almost 75 thousand agricultural holdings, with a drop of 12 percentage points 
compared to the 3 previous years. The agricultural area was also in decline, although on a different order of 
magnitude (-1.8%), reaching over 780 thousand cultivated hectares.
The most significant decrease affected holdings also involved in animal breeding (-15,4%), which now amount 
to slightly more than 11,000, for more than a million and a half of livestock units (LSU2).
The average area increased to 10 hectares per holding, whereas the average Standard Output stood over 83 
thousand euros per holding (a value almost twice the Italian average). On average, each hectare of Veneto 

UAA also created wealth for almost 8 thousand euros, becoming the second 
region of Italy, behind Lombardy. We can then identify three distinct groups 
of holdings in Veneto: a first group of holdings dedicated to semi-subsistence, 
where most of the goods produced are intended to feed the producer’s family, 
a second group of small and medium size holdings that are generally family-run 
but which produce for sales and a third group consisting of true large holdings, 

able to produce income and attract workers.

IL VENETO

VENETO’S MAIN FIGURES

Source: Processing of data from Eurostat and ISTAT by the Statistics Office of Regione Veneto

2 The consistency of breeding is obtained by applying to the number of animals present in the holding appropriate coefficients relating to the age and 
species of animals
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In compliance with Regional Law No. 8 of 2002, the Veneto Region Statistical Office 
gathers, analyses and broadcasts statistical information of regional interest. The 
processed data is of public heritage and is broadcast via publications and the Veneto 
Region website at  www.regione.veneto.it/web/statistica.
The reproduction of text, tables and diagrams is permitted for non-commercial use, 
including reference to the source. 
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But what are the specialisations of Veneto?
Over 40% of agricultural holdings are dedicated to the cultivation of cereals (corn, wheat, etc.) and industrial 
crops (soya, sunflower, etc.): this category is not only the most widespread specialisation but is also the one with 
the lowest economical productivity (15,500 euros). It is also one of the most widespread in Europe, with 15% of 
holdings that practice it: in this case, the highest profitability can be found in the regions with the 

largest average areas. The wine-growing specialisation involves 
19% of holdings in Veneto and produces an average wealth of 
over 100 thousand euros per holding. At European level, Veneto 
is one of the regions with the highest Standard Output, in the 
same position as the French regions.
The first specialisation in herds relates to milk production which 

represents 4.3% of the total: it is also particularly profitable, since the average Standard Output of Veneto is 
equal to more than 150,000, although well below the European average where the most profitable regions are 
definitely located in Northern Europe.
Is not the most widespread specialisation, since it involves only 2% of Veneto holdings, but poultry breeding 
is definitely one of the most profitable activity that produces an average Standard Output per holding that 
exceeds 1 million euros and places all of the regions of Northern Italy among the richest in Europe

BUSINESSES WITH POULTRY HAVE THE HIGHEST STANDARD OUTPUT - YEAR 2016

Source: Processing of data from Eurostat by the Statistics Office of Regione Veneto

THE SPECIALISATIONS

Average SO of holdings with cereal crops

Average SO of holdings with dairy cattle

Average SO of holdings with vineyards

Average SO of holdings with poultry

For further information:  Antonella Trabuio   041/2791609

Average SO (euros) 

80,000  - 600,000
22,000  - 80,000
up to 22,000
n.a.

Average SO (euros)
380,000  - 1,870,000
200,000  - 380,000

70,000  - 200,000
Up to 70,000

Average SO (euros)

80,000  - 800,000
5,000  - 80,000

1 - 5,000
n.a.

Average SO (euros)

1,000,000  - 8,290,000
340,000  - 1,000,000

Up to  340,000
n.a.


