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THE IMMIGRATION OF WOMEN

Year 9 - March 2009

Immigrants have been drawn to Veneto for decades. Last year 11.8% of
immigrants to Italy chose to settle in our region. Women play a central role
in this increasing flow of immigrants, not just in terms of numbers: their

presence is key to social integration as concerns culture and values, both in the
labour market and in family life. Women are present as workers, wives and the
mothers of many children of migrant origin who will be part of the new
population of Veneto, making up an increasingly multiethnic society.

In Veneto, one in seven foreign citizens was born here. They are the second
generation of immigrants, mainly composed of minors who, compared to the
first generation, have new and different characteristics and lifestyles. They are
the children of foreigners who have settled in Veneto, who mix with Italian
peers, who soak up our culture, but whose background is made up of the values
and customs of their parents' country of origin. The biggest challenge of social
integration rests on their shoulders.

Distribution across Veneto

also evaible
- Documents of the conference "The Region in the mirror. Public policies in view of the Venetian "
- Veneto in figures 2007 - 2008

http://www.regione.veneto.it/statistica

Foreign residents per 100 inhabitants (FI) per municipality
Veneto - Year 2007

Immigrant population and foreigners per 100 inhabitants
Veneto - Years 1993:2007

Foreign residents are part of every day life in Veneto and their number is growing, as can be seen in the larger cities, more
industrialised areas, in schools and at work.
In Veneto, 8.4% of the population are foreign residents (403,985 foreigners), which is considerably higher than the
national average (5.8%).
2007 was an exceptional year for immigration: in our region there were almost 54,000 more foreigners than the previous
year. Today 1 in 5 is Romanian, the sharp increase in their number being due to the recent entry of Romania into the
European Union.
As immigration is largely for economic reasons, in Veneto the foreign population is mainly concentrated in areas that
offer better prospects for employment. That is to say the most industrialised areas such as Treviso, Vicenza and Verona.

1993 2000 2008(*) 1993 2000 2008(*)

Total of foreign residents 44,700 141,160 457,000 629,165 1,464,589 3,900,000

% of foreigners out of total population 1.0 3.1 9.3 1.1 2.5 6.5

% of foreign women out of total of foreigners 37.6 43.0 47.9 42.8 45.9 50.4

Veneto Italia
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Source: processing by Regione Veneto - Direzione Sistema Statistico Regionale on Istat data.



There has been a considerable increase in women immigrants in Veneto over the years. In 2007 47.9% of foreigners were women. As
well as Romanians (19.9%), the main nationalities are Moroccans (10.5%) and Albanians (8.8%). Over the last year, there was a
steady increase in the number of Moldavians and Chinese women (up +28.7% and +13.0% respectively on 2006).
A study shows that a higher number of women than men have come from many Eastern European and Latin American countries.
Out of 100 Ukrainians, as many as 82 are women. For Central and South American countries, the numbers range from 77 out of 100
for Cuba to 62 out of 100 for Ecuador.

Women immigrants

Main 10 countries of origin of foreign women (absolute values
and percentage distribution).

Veneto - Year 2007

Timescale and reasons for immigration

Distribution of foreign residents in Veneto by length and reason of stay. Veneto - Year 2006
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From the beginning, men immigrated to Veneto for economic reasons, whilst women mainly came for family reunification. A 2006
analysis of residence permits reveals that 57% of foreign women are in our region for family reasons, compared with 14% of men.
38.4% of foreign women and 82% of men are here for work reasons.
Peaks in residence permits issued for work reasons are due to changes in legislation over the years and in particular to decrees such
as the one pertaining to foreigners resident in our region for four years, that is since 2002.
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% of foreign women out of total foreigners by country of origin.
Main 10 countries of origin. Veneto - Year 2007 (*)

(*) Only those countries of origin with at least 1,000 foreigners residing in Veneto were considered.
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Women and employment

Employment rate of foreign residents by gender (*).
Veneto - Years 2005:2007

% distribution of employed foreign residents by professional
qualification and gender. Veneto - Year 2007
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Job-hunting is one of the main reasons why foreign men and women come to our country. Finding a job gives an indication of the level
of integration of foreigners in the production sectors and on the labour market.
The rate of employment of foreign women in Veneto has slightly fallen over recent years, stopping at 48.3% in 2007 compared with
88.2% for men. The rate of employment for female immigrants is, on average, lower than that for women in general (6% lower), unlike
the situation for male immigrants

Foreign entrepreneurs by gender. Veneto - Years 2001:2008

% distribution of foreign entrepreneurs by main countries of birth.
Veneto - Year 2008
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Foreign entrepreneurs by business sector.
Veneto - Year 2008

In the business world there is an upward trend for self-
employed foreigners, including foreign women. This
recent phenomenon is on an upward trend: in Veneto
out of 100 entrepreneurs, 6 are foreign women, coming
above all from China, Switzerland and Romania.
Considering some of the countries of origin, it can be
concluded that a large number of these self-employed
women are daughters of Italian emigrants who have
returned to Italy.
These immigrant business women mainly work in the
commerce, manufacturing and restaurant sectors.
Becoming an entrepreneur is not the easy route for
immigrants to earn more money. It is, however, the
opportunity to move on from being an employee, which
may not be satisfying from both a financial and social
point of view.
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Source: processing by Regione Veneto - Direzione Sistema Statistico Regionale on Istat and InfoCamere data.



Family and children

Percentage of foreign minors out of total immigrants by region - Year 2008

Immigrants in our region,
and women in particular,
have contributed signifi-
cantly to the recovery of the
birth rate. On average
foreign women in Veneto
produce twice the number
of children as Veneto
women (1.3).
These children of foreigners
are a sign of the growing
establ ishment of new
cultures in our region.
Bringing children over or
deciding to have them in
Veneto means immigrants
are choosing our region as a
place to settle and fulfil
themselves.
Veneto is the first region in
Italy for foreign minors
(almost a quarter of the total
number of immigrants).
Last year almost 9,200
babies were born to foreign
parents (up 7.9% on the
previous year), that is 19.0%
of the total number of
births.

Percentage distribution of weddings with at least one foreign
spouse, by type of couple. Veneto and Italy - Year 2006

Both partners foreign

Italian husband and foreign wife

Foreign husband and Italian wife

55.3%

12.8%
30.2%

Italia

Mixed marriages will promote social integration, giving our
country an increasingly multicultural and multiethnic profile.
In Veneto in 2006 there were 3,790 marriages with at least one
foreign spouse, that's 20.2% of the total number of marriages.
The number is increasing and is higher than the national
average (14.0%). Of these, 39.7% were between two foreign
spouses, whilst almost half (47.5%) were between an Italian
man and a foreign woman.
What is more, marriage is the main reason why foreign women
acquire Italian citizenship (92% in Veneto).
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Veneto
Percentage of births to immigrants out of total births. Veneto and Italy
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