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T
he number of nights spent in the Veneto by tourists reached almost 60
million in 2006, once again confirming the region as the most popular
Italian tourist destination.

What is the secret of this success? What is it that every year attracts a population
of tourists of varying origins, educational backgrounds, traditions and income,
to the Veneto? The answer lies in the fact that the Region is unique in its ability
to meet this diversity of demand. Indeed within a small radius the Veneto can
offer all types of tourist destinations: beaches, mountains, hills, lakes, spa
towns, historic cities, natural parks and the delta of the river Po. In addition to
the many cultural, theatrical and sporting events which take place all over the
region visitors can also enjoy the pleasures of good food and wine as offered by
traditional Veneto cuisine.
In 2006 the number of tourists continued to grow. Though expectations, based
above all on the good progress in 2005, had long been positive, the definitive
results proved 2006 by far the best year in the last decade. In comparison with
the previous year, the highest growth was both in arrivals and in nights spent
(+7.8% and 4.6% respectively) by Italian visitors (+7.2% and +2.1%) and
above all by international visitors (+8.2% and 6.6%).
Another important characteristic of the Veneto is the accommodation on
offer: as well as different types of hotel accommodation the region boasts
welcoming campsites, holiday apartments and villas, as well as agritourisms.

Nights spent are almost equally distributed among hotel accommodation and
non-hotel accommodation and while in 2006 hotel accommodation recorded
an increase of +7.2% in arrivals and +4% in nights spent, non-hotel
accommodation recorded an even higher increase, +9.1% and +5.2%
respectively.
The aim of this initial analysis, fruit of the collaboration between the Direzione
Sistema Statistico Regionale, the Direzione Turismo della Regione Veneto and
the Provinces concerned, is to contribute to the knowledge of the tourism
sector, which has become strategic for the whole of the region's economy. The
survey takes into account only tourists who stay for at least one night. The
calculations therefore do not take into account same-day visitors drawn by
important events and exhibitions, who are nonetheless a significant presence in
our region.
Thanks to the millions of visitors who choose the region as their holiday
destination, the Veneto has for several years remained the most popular Italian
region for tourists, as proved also in 2005, the last year for which data is available
on a national level, accounting for 14.1% of the arrivals and 16% of the nights
spent on the whole peninsula. This record is maintained above all by inbound
tourism with over 32 million nights spent, which clearly distinguishes the
Veneto from other regions. Domestic tourism in the Veneto, with over 24
million nights spent, is second only to Emilia Romagna.

TOURISM IN THE VENETO IS FLYING HIGHER AND HIGHER
Year 2006

Year 7 - February 2007

Tourist flows in Italian regions
(nights spent in 1,000 and % share). Year 2005

Source: Processing by Regione Veneto – Direzione Sistema Statistico Regionale on Istat – Regione Venetodata

Total Italy: 355,255 nights spent in 1,000

Tourist flows by residence and by type of accommodation establishments.
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Tourists' Countries of Origin

Tourism in the Veneto consists mainly of inbound tourist flows which account for 57.7% of nights spent, compared with 42.3%
from domestic tourism.The ranking for Italian visitors by region of residence shows virtually no change compared with last year.
The ranking by country of origin of international visitors however shows substantial increases in the number of tourists from
countries already very present in the region, i.e. Dutch (+11.9%) and American (+13.4%) tourists, and the rapid growth of Russian
visitors (+22.2%), which has moved Russia from 18th to 15th position in just one year.
After the drop in previous years, the number of German and Austrian visitors has also risen again (+6.3% and 3.8% respectively),
and they remain top of the rankings.

International visitors by country of origin
Nights spent in 2006 and percentage variation 2006/05

Nights spent in Veneto by some significant countries of residence.
% variation 2000:2006 and nights spent per type of destination in 1,000

Year 2006

Italian visitors by region of residence
Nights spent in 2006 and percentage variation 2006/05
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% Share

% Share
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2006/05

Germania 11.534.546 19,4 6,3

Austria 3.146.317 5,3 3,8

Gran Bretagna 2.356.360 4,0 1,9

Paesi Bassi 2.233.829 3,8 11,9

Usa 1.826.988 3,1 13,4

Francia 1.671.788 2,8 6,6

Svizzera-Liecht. 1.349.732 2,3 1,9

Danimarca 1.279.576 2,2 3,0

Spagna 856.980 1,4 8,8

Ungheria 674.557 1,1 7,1

Repubblica Ceca 655.339 1,1 2,7

Belgio 591.724 1,0 8,2

Polonia 505.693 0,9 8,3

Giappone 417.268 0,7 -2,9

Russia 321.933 0,5 22,2

Cina 310.131 0,5 10,7

Irlanda 305.153 0,5 26,7

Svezia 301.976 0,5 -9,7

Australia 295.348 0,5 9,0

Romania 277.619 0,5 30,9

Canada 257.063 0,4 4,6

Norvegia 212.683 0,4 -5,7

…
Total international
visitors 34.266.727 57,7 6,6

Veneto 10.365.369 17,5 4,9

Lombardia 4.257.960 7,2 -0,1

Lazio 1.463.004 2,5 -4,4

Emilia Romagna 1.305.551 2,2 -4,8

Piemonte 1.217.571 2,1 3,1

Trentino Alto Adige 1.158.067 2,0 4,9

Friuli Venezia Giulia 958.705 1,6 -1,1

Toscana 785.417 1,3 2,4

Campania 696.628 1,2 -1,1

Puglia 660.085 1,1 2,2

Sicilia 547.527 0,9 -1,0

Liguria 371.992 0,6 3,9

Marche 310.674 0,5 0,0

Calabria 219.907 0,4 10,5

Abruzzo 210.820 0,4 0,3

Sardegna 208.657 0,4 5,2

Umbria 182.470 0,3 3,0

Basilicata 86.845 0,1 18,3

Molise 48.086 0,1 6,0

Valle d'Aosta 38.527 0,1 -0,1

Total italian 25.093.862 42,3 2,1
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Types of tourist destination

All types of destination showed an increase
in nights spent in 2006 in comparison with
the previous year, particularly historic cities
(+7%) and the seaside (+5%). The only
decreases were in Italian visitors at the lakes
and international visitors in spa towns, but
these are offset by the total.
At seaside resorts most nights spent were by
visitors from Germany, the Veneto and
Austria and they all increased by about 6%.
Historic cities saw substantial growth in the
number of American, French and German
tourists (13.9%; 10.7% and 8.4% respecti-
vely), while the flow of English tourists
remained steady, in second place.
At the lakes, nights spent by German
(+11.7%) Dutch (+22.2%) and English
(+12.8%) visitors increased; together they
account for 56% of flows to this type of
resort.
The mountains witnessed a 3.5% increase
of visitors from the Veneto, who made up
almost half of the total number of tourists.
As can be seen, the top five rankings are
taken by Italian regions and only in 6th
position we see Germany as the top foreign
nation in terms of visitors to mountain
resorts.
Finally spa towns showed a drop in their
most important foreign customers (Ger-
mans with -4.8% and Austrians -5.1%). This
decrease, however, is offset by a greater flow
of tourists from the Lombardia region.

Percentage variations 2006/05 of nights spent by Italian and international
visitors per type of destination

The five major tourist flows by tourists' origin per type of destination
Year 2006
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The greatest increase in nights spent was in the
province of Treviso (+16.1%). This was due to a
substantial rise in the number of nights spent in
certain towns: Mogliano Veneto, Preganziol,
Conegliano and Oderzo (18%, 25%, 52%, 44%
respectively), as well as a 1.2% increase in the city of
Treviso itself. The area of the hills around Treviso
was particularly successful.
Vicenza also had a significant increase in nights
spent (+9.2%), mainly but not exclusively in the areas
which hosted the participants of the 'Adunata degli
Alpini' event which was held in Asiago in May.
The provinces of Venice and Verona both saw a rise
of over 5%: the contribution of the city of Venice is
significant, with a 7.5% increase, while the towns on
Lake Garda witnessed an increase in international
visitors but a slight decrease in domestic visitors.
Finally, the situation in the provinces of Rovigo and
Padova remained unchanged with respect to the
previous year.
The only weaker performance was registered in the
province of Belluno which saw a 2.5% drop in nights
spent due to a summer season which started only in
mid-June and a cold, rainy August.
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The situation in the provinces and municipalities

Percentage variations 2006/05 of nights spent by Italian and
international visitors per province
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