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TOTAL RESIDENT POPULATION AND BY AGE RANGE
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According to the 15th General Population and Housing Census carried out by ISTAT (Italian National Institute of Statistics), on 9th

October 2011 there were 59,433,744 people residing in Italy. This figure (published in the Supplemento Ordinario n.209 of the Gazzetta

Ufficiale no. 294 of 18th December 2012) becomes the legal reference for the country until the next survey and is therefore considered

as indicating the 'legal population'. Compared to the 2001 census the population of Italy has increased (+4.3%): there have been

significant increases particularly in the Central and

Northern regions while the South, including the islands of

Sicily and Sardinia, has seen a decline in the number of

residents. Veneto, with a legal population of 4,857,210

inhabitants, is one of the regions which has seen the

greatest increase (+7.3%, around 329,500 more people).

The census data now enables us to trace the demographic

history of Veneto, right from the Unification of Italy to the

present day. During the late 1800s, the population grew at a

relatively slow rate: the population boom caused by the high birth rate was dampened by the effects of high death rates. The 20th

century kicked off with a period of rapid growth, the result of a significant but gradual decrease in deaths, particularly in infancy,

together with a birth rate that remained at a steady pace. Later, in the period after the Second World War, the number of births started

to decrease more sharply, while the death rate stabilised, reducing the positive gap between the number of births and deaths, thus

slowing the population increase. In recent years, the population increase is almost certainly due to a rise in life expectancy in addition to

migration from abroad, which has been rising since 2000.

Such demographic dynamics have also had an impact on the age profile of the population; in Veneto, as in the whole of Italy, the

population is progressively ageing. The young age group has been steadily declining, to such an extent that those aged 15 years old and

under now account for 14%, whereas in 1871 this group made up over one third of the entire population. On the contrary, the

proportion of the elderly portion has grown considerably, from 5.7% in 1871 to 20.6% in 2011.
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ALSO AVAILABLE:
- General population census 2011. First definitive data
- The economic scenario and indicators – February 2013
- Foreign trade: provisional data up to the 3rd quarter of 2012
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THE CENTRE OR

THE OUTSKIRTS?

RESIDENT, IMMIGRANT AND ELDERLY POPULATION BY VENETO PROVINCE

RESIDENT POPULATION OF PROVINCIAL CAPITALS AND
THE SUBURBS, BY PROVINCE. VENETO - % VAR. 2011/01 (*)

The population jigsaw of the Veneto municipalities is being transformed, not only by demographic changes, but also by social and
economic transitions witnessed in recent decades. In the 1990s, many Italian provincial capitals, including those in Veneto, were
involved in the phenomenon of people fleeing the city and this has led to a gradual urbanisation of areas surrounding the cities, i.e. the

suburbs, expanding both residential and manufacturing areas into small
metropolitan islands. The reasons for this territorial expansion can be
found in the desire for more affordable housing and more space, as well
as the need to get away from the chaos and pollution of the city, in the
search for a better quality of life. As a result, the city is increasingly
becoming a place of consumption, visited by those who use its services

and resources, by those who work or study, or as a tourist destination. Since 2001, however, Veneto has seen a gradual repopulation of
some of the provincial capitals such as Vicenza (+4%), Belluno (+1.5%), Treviso (+1.1%) and Padua (+0.6%). The driving element of this
'centripetal force' is the influx of immigrants, who mainly live in large urban centres when they first arrive to then later move to
surrounding towns, as well as efforts to regenerate many urban spaces, undertaken by many cities to re-gain their powers of attraction.
Rovigo and Verona have remained stable, while Venice has seen a decrease (-3.6%).
Despite the recent recovery of some provincial capitals, for many areas in Veneto the belt around the city have demonstrated to be
more attractive, even more than the provincial capitals. This particularly applies to the provinces in the centre of the region, which have
greater economic dynamics and higher employment rates.
In the future, accessibility and enjoyment of the city will be key factors in determining the population of urban centres: everything will
depend on the efficiency of the transport infrastructure and the cost of housing, in addition to economic development and
employment prospects. Furthermore, promoting sustainable urban development is also one of the main priorities of the European
Union policy, which recognises the role that the city plays as a driving force for growth and development in order to stimulate
competitiveness and cohesion.
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(*) The inner suburb is made up of municipalities neighbouring the provincial capital, the

outer suburb is the municipalities that neighbour those of the inner suburb.

Source: processing by Veneto Region – Directorate of Regional Statistical System on Istat data– General population and housing census - Years 2001 and 2011



A RISING POPULATION

DUE TO IMMIGRATION

During the period between 2001 and 2011, the contribution of the foreign population had a positive impact on the overall variation of

the resident population, reducing decreases and accentuating increases. In the country as a whole, the Italian population remained

substantially stable (0.5%), while foreign residents grew by 201.8% reaching 4,029,145 people. The same applies to individual regions:

the foreign population has increased in all Italian regions by more than

150%. However, in the case of the Italian population, the maximum

increase seen on a regional level was lower than 4% with even a

decrease in many cases. This extreme rise in the number of foreign

residents can partly be explained by the effect of immigration amnesties

introduced over recent decades as well as the inclusion of Romania and

Bulgaria in the European Union, counting for more than 20% of Italy's immigrants.

Veneto shows a similar situation; in 10 years, the foreign population has increased by 304,254 inhabitants and now makes up 9.4% of

the population (457,328 people, equal to a rise of 198.8%), while there are only 25,262 more Italians (+0.6%). The number of foreigners

out of the whole population is still highest in Treviso, Verona and Vicenza (more than 10%) but it is Padua that has recorded the biggest

rise (from 2.6% to 9.1% of the population, equal to a total increase of 6.5%). These are basically the provinces that offer the best

employment opportunities. In the ten years that passed between the two censuses, Veneto and its economy flourished and thus was

able to attract and retain foreign citizens seeking employment. However, the global economic crisis that hit Veneto from 2009 slowed

this dynamic substantially: during the two-year period from 2009-2010, the number of foreigners increased at an average rate of 5.4%

per year, compared to an average increase of 10% in previous years. In any case, the fact that more than a quarter of foreign residents in

Veneto are under 18 years old (25.6%) is a sign of the willingness to have families here and therefore to settle in the territory.

Furthermore, this percentage is one of the highest of the regions, second only to Lombardy.
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(*) Incidence of foreigners = foreigners/population * 100



HOW WE LIVE

In implementation of the Regional Law no. 8 of 2002, the Office of Statistics of
the Veneto Region collects, analyses and disseminates statistical information
of regional interest. The data processed are the property of the community
and are distributed with publications and via the website of the Veneto Region

.
We authorise the reproduction of texts, tables and graphs for non-commercial
purposes and indicating the source.

www.regione.veneto.it/web/statistica
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BUILDINGS, HOUSES AND OTHER TYPES OF
ACCOMMODATION BY VENETO PROVINCE (*)

Knowing the area and the impact of urbanisation on land use with regards to rural areas, green areas and landscapes is very important
for the development of policies regarding urban planning, infrastructure and the environment.
Veneto is notable for the presence of both strongly and moderately urbanised areas: the extended urban areas, i.e. the actual cities, are
flanked by peri-urban areas where the diffusion of the population is scattered and irregular. Veneto can be defined as a 'polycentric

network'; this means that residential and non-residential buildings are
not concentrated in a single urban conglomerate, but are distributed in
centres of well-balanced dimensions and size.
The Istat general population and housing census is the main source of
information most suitable for ascertaining the number and type of
buildings in Veneto as well as the housing supply. According to recent
figures, still provisional for housing, in 2011, over 1,200,000 buildings

were found in Veneto, equal to 8.6% of the entire national building stock. 85% of the buildings are used for residential purposes, a 7%
increase compared to ten years previously. The housing supply increase is even more pronounced if homes are taken into
consideration (+15.6%), which reached 2,332,926 in 2011, with increases close to 20% in the provinces of Treviso and Padua. There is a
continuing preference for buildings made up of few housing units. On average there are about two individual homes per building (2.3),
below the national average (2.5); only the province of Venice comes close to 3 homes per building. In Veneto, most people still live in
detached or semi-detached homes (59% of families), the form of housing that provides the greatest freedom and privacy. However, for
reasons regarding the housing economy and protecting the territory, vertical residential construction is also now being proposed in
our region. The 83.4% of the houses are inhabited by residents, the others are occupied by non-residents or are blank (387,016), with
percentage growth compared to 2001 (+21.7%), especially in the provinces of Treviso, Padua and Rovigo.

(*) Data relative to housing were still provisional as of the 2011 Census
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NUMBER OF HOUSING UNITS (A) IN VENETO – YEAR 2011(*)
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